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COMMENT COMMENT Gl

Architects have at long last come to be concerned with
more than a pleasing facade, a well-designed chimnay. We've
grown beyond the role of degigner of isolated monuments to
we our profession in a larger context. All over the world,
our profession finds that, by virte of education and training,
ite membars must share responsibility for attempting (o solve

many of the critical issues facing mankind today.

This edition of the English language section ol the
magazine is o look at some of those 1ssues = seven broad topics
with which we feel the profession must deal. | the content of
these pages seems overly critical, it must be remembered that
it is in the nature of lsues that they signity discontent with
the status quo. |t is anly by discussing the problems that we

can hope to find solutions,

There is an an-gowng storm of controversy about the use
of Iraniar versus Western design. Which way should we gof?
Perhaps we would do well 1o first define “lranian design® so
that everyone can at least understarl what the argumant is

about

We must be responsible, too, for keoping what is left in

pur environment of our great cultural heritage. Perhops more

than others, we architeets understand how buildings and places

give @ sense of continuity with the past, so we must do every
thing possible to presarve those landmarks and make them a

meaningful part of comemporary |ife

Does the public really know who we are and what we
do? Mot really, 1t 15 time lor the Iraman architect 1o demand
recognition as the professional he is; but in order to do so, he
must first make his clients and the public aware of the

necessity and value of his work

- “Environmant’’ and “pollution” are intemnational catch-

words todoy, but they are valid concerns for the lranian

architect. We, who have the education and training to design
and understand the bullt environment, cannot abdicate our
responsibility and sit back, letting the economists, industrial
ists and others destroy the quality of our urban life in the

pame of the Gross National Product

Housing — a big issue, 1972 is housing year in |ran, 1973
has been proclaimed International Housing Year by the United
Mations. This country needs to construct nearly 2 million
dwelling units over the noxt 10 years, Will we leave it to the
government to build this housing and restrict ourselves to
expensive, private villas? Don't we have a lot to offer in the
area of medium-and low-cost housing as well? We must get

inyolyed,

Mo

rendering, a poor construction job can ruin all our etforts,

Construction is an issue, matter how lovely the
be time consuming and more expensive in the long run.
Construction must be scheduled; drawings must be complote
and coordinated: architoet, engineers and Comtracton mMust
work together as a team, not in opposition. We need building
codes toprotect life and property and na one is better qualified

than architects to take an active part in creating these codes,

In this edition of the magazine we touch upon these

fssus lightly. Subsequent editions will be devoted to sach of
them in turn,

We can point out the issues, discuss them, nvite your
comments o refutation of any points presented here, even
make recommendations, But it is up to the members of the
profession to act on the issues. And we musi act, separately

and together, if we hope 10 rosch professional standards,

E, Mader Ehallil
Maira Moser — Fhalili

COMMENT COMMENT GO



w ssoe IRANIAN V3. WESTER

Western things and western styles have come 1o sym.
bolize modernity to lranians. How often does one, sadly,
hear, “It's not very good = it's lranian.” In trying to catch
up with the western world in economic and industrial
development, we have unwittingly adopted western designs as
well and too often think of them as valid outward symbals of

our prmgru 55,

But there aro a few, mostly prnlrrsimrlal:’. in the various
arts, who favor a return to Iranian themes and who, feeling the
urgancy of combating blind imitation of the West, may even
declare that western styles and design per se are wrong for
Iran, Indeed, “lraman design™ and “lranian life style” have
become the phrases one must urter if one is 1o be up-to-date

in this controversy

But just what is “lranian design’'? And is it a thing 1o
which we can "return’? Is it the Satavid tilework of |sfahan,
the image by which most foreigners recall this country? Is
true lranian design somathing which existed only during the
16th andd 17th centuries and is it limited 10 a stylized methad,

admittedly a beautiful one, of articulating a facade?

Or do those who speak of lranian design mean the desig
aof Persapalis? if we go back 1o the origins of our empire and
”'II! II]||'Ir'I!|l'I,II -!]f Ins l::,l_'ll!r'l'lnnr'll.H‘ I:"f_lf'l'l!_]:l_‘l I:I'!II'I".."LII:H’.{I OVET
2,000 years ago, will we find there the authentic lranian
design?

Or, it authenticity is o be found in something less
grandiose than those massive walls and slender columns,
perhaps we should look 10 the villiges af lranf And shall wa
choose the flar roofs of the foothill poople or the buttressed
domes of the desert settlements as our symbol?

e ssue. IRANIAN V3. WESTER



N DESIGN 1 wssuc. IRANIAN

The First International Congress of Architects held in
Istahan in 1970 discussed at great length the problem of
defining Iranian design. The cansensus of opinion of the
participants, who included some of the world's foremost
architacts, was that there is no single, definable lranian design
style.

It Iranian design is not himited to somathing developed
in the past which we should copy now and forever, perhaps
we can define it as an approach to meeting the requirements
of the country and the life style of the inhabitants. But here
we immediately come up against another problem: Just what
is the Iranian life style? Mention the phrase and people will
nod their heads knowingly, but they cannot define it

The lranian life style is more than a type of toilet and a
balcony for every apartment. It is a relationship to nature, an
attitude toward the use of spuces, a concept of privacy, a
tracition of family. We will learn far more about our life style
it we study our poets and philosophers than if we look with
pneducated eyes at our wealth of historical architectura, Then
we will see that lranian designs and styles have evolved out of
the lranian culture,

it is because of this close ralationship between culture,
life style and design that it becomes important to develop
“lranlan solutions far lranian problems”. When western
fashions of building and planning are blindly copied in an
attempt to be “modern” and “progressive”, the lranian design
values may very well be lost and the lite style foreed into
foreign ways. It is not good to simply imitate the West, but
neither Is it realistic 1o imitate ourselves. Just as Safavid
architeeture is different from that of the Acheamenid Empire
because of different values and requirements, so must today's
architecture in lran be developed of fit today's life and
today's neads,

There are, of course, many elements of traditional
Iranian design upon which we may draw in principle — fenes:
tration designed to combat the heat and glare of the harsh,
summer sun; colorused to create a man-made environment in
contrast to the baked brown of the desert; stylized design,
geometric and abstract, to cover surfaces in planar fashion as
if they were carpets: natural ventilation systams to take
advanitage of every breath of air. These, and more, are the
types of things we must study and understand in order to
develop today's lranian design.

Tao often it seems that in trying to recapiure a national
style we have fallen into our own trap and have come
unconsciously to see ourselves through the eyes of the tourist
looking for something “authentic and traditional”. We feel
limitedd on the one hand to something like Isfahan's Shah
Abbas Hotel, which may justifiably exploit historical style
for its “Persian-ness” only because it is converted from the old
Mader Shah Carvansarai and which is clearly intended for those
who want to stay in “an authentic Persian atmosphere', as the
guide books say, On the other hand we may choose Tehran's
Imperial Hilton of non-oeseript International style, clearly
designed for foreigners who prefer the familiarity of home,
Both of these complexes are good in their own ways and thay
are both valid for ‘the tourist trade, but we cannot limit the
range of our architectural design in all fields to historical

Persian or ubiguitous Intermational

Where is our contemporary lranian style or regional
styles? The closest we scem to have come to it is in the area of
what we might call modern folk art or craftsmanship — the
designed metal gates one finds in the cities. Although originally
adapted from Europe, and one might therefore classify them
with other copies of western style, the abstract designs
embellishing these gates, combining curved and angular themes
and terminating with nonwestern unexpectedness, are uniguely
iranian, There are a million gates with a million different
designs,

N DESIGN e issuc IRANIAN



Io. WESTERN DESIGN e

Perhaps it is because the craftsmen of these gates are
relatively uneducated and urnworldly that they have been able
to evolve this unigue, indigenous style. But whatever the
reason, it is sad that our educated, worldly, sophisticated

architects have not yet found themselves capable of
such invenliveness,

Of course, one must not laud the simple man at the
expense of the educated professional, for we find that it is
precisely among those who have newly reached middie class
status that blind imitation of the West s most flagrant. The
gronvth of the fairly recent middie class, concurrent with the
largely western-inspired beginnings of lran's national growth,
was accampanied by a desire for outward symbols of western
progress, We thought we had to adopt western ways and cloth.

ing in order to “catch up” with the developed countries.

What has been the result architecturally ? A multitude of
low-rise apartment building with impossible-to-live-in  plans,
European-style moldings and a mixed clutter of finish materials
intended to convey a rich "western” look,

The problem is that once the bigger cities, like Tehran,
bacame full of this psuedoawestern style, the small towns
blindly copy the superficial features they find in the big cities
in order to show that they, too, are progressive. And so the
whale nonsense is soon filtered down ta the villuge level, the
last bastion of indigenous lranian design today, and is spread
across the land,

OFf course we must be modern and prograssive, Of course
we must be aware of what is going on architecturally in the
rast of the world., But in order 1o develop valid contemporary
Iranian design styles, we must reach back deeply to our
cultural roots and study them for the Whys and Wherefores,
Then we may be able to develop an authentic contemporary

Iranian architecture.

Wouldn't it be nice if someone copied our modern
dasign for once?

US. WESTERN DESIGN e



o 1ssut. PRESERVATION  mwe

In the ever-more-rapidly developing world where man-
kind's increasing numbers and rising standard of living render
yesterday’s amenities inadeguate today, where the advances
of science and technology render today's inventions obsolete
tomorrow, it 5 all too easy to allow our past — our heritage -

to be wantanly destroyed in the name of progress

We speak of the continuity of our language, our
literature, cur arts as holding us in awareness of the roots of
cur civilization, QF equal, if not greater value is the preserva-
ancient sites and cities,

tion af our built heritage aur

buildings, bridges, gardens not as museum pleces Lo be
viewed on a Friday afterncon, but os viable parts of our

towns and cities,

The growth of our erban areas cannot and must not be
halted simply in order 1o preserve Gur past glories, but steps
can be token to assure that progress and development respect
and accommodate those ancient districts and structures which

must not be destroved,

I= lran in danger of losing its landmarks? When a nation
is industrializing at such a rapid rate that its GNP increases
over 10% annually, when the official policy promotes “modern
and progressive lran™ instead of “ancient and colorful lran™ 1o
the outside waorld, when nationwide industrial development
takes priority in National Development Plans, then we can be
sureg that lran is in danger of losing its landmarks, through

inattention if not by ocutright destruction,

Eng. Hushang Seshoun is @ wirli-known architect aetively engoged in
segetice in Tohran, He is Prosident of the | ranian Architects” Association
and past Dean of the Faculty of Fine Armoand Architecture of the

University of Tehran,

Develaped nations — primarily western Europe and the
United States — have found themselves losing their historical
landmarks at an alarming pace, or perhaps worse, turning them
into parking lots under the pressure of erowded ciries, Lack of
legislation and government polisy to preserve Eng. Hushang
Seihoun is @ well-known architect actively engaged in practice
in Tehran, He is President of the Iranian Architeets’ Association
and past Dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts and Architecture of
the University of Tehran. These irreplaceable sites and districts
and to provide far their integration with current urban growth
have left them unable to compte with the high cost of land
and the predilection for ingonsiderate design which define the
growth pattern of today's cities.

Egypt's Aswan High Dam, undoubtedly necessary to that
nation’s agricultural development, is slowly inundating some of
the world's greatest monuments of the past., Europe's great
plazas and squares are becoming parking lots for the ubiquitous

autamobile, The United States finds that over half of the
12,000 buildings in its Historical American Buildings Survey
have been razed and the remainder are constantly threatened

by urban economics,

The United States, with a heritage less than 200 years
old, is making valiant attempts through both national and
local governments 1o reverse the rapid loss of its historical
landmarks. How much more necessary, then, that lran, with
over 2,000 years of cultural landmarks dorting its deserts,
mountains and cities, should provide for the protection of its
built heritage in the face of the rapid growth enveloping this
country - protection not only from outright destruction, but
also from the incompatible encroschment of thoughtlessly

designed development,

THE 155UE: pHESEHVA"“N THE |



s, PRESERVATION

The U.S. President’s Council on Recreation and Matural
Beauty reported in 1968 that “the Mation has failed to save
many of its significant historical and cultural sites, An urgent
need exists 1o preserve and restore those which remian, Qur
young Nation, which has always looked toward the future,
already has a valuable heritage; it should protect the out
standing remaining symbols of this heritage for future genera:
tions..., Histarical buildings... have considerable value in urban
deésign, Ther presence nan incredsingly dieary urban scene
can contribute a distinctive charm. ..old builldings are
impartant when they are a part of whole historical quarters

where the atmosphere of the past can be evoked

"“The powers of the city can be used to preserve historic
districts. Ol buildings can be restorsd and new uses made ol
them, and new bulldings, compatible In function as well asn
architeetural form, can be incorporated harmoniously in an
enviranment primarily reflecting past traditions, Accommaoda
tions for modern uses often can be made, but care should be

taken to preserve the historic setting of the area.”

In light of these findings, the Council recommended
pxpansion of government programs for the protection of
histaric sites and for their "enhancement as assets of urban
design”

in the Soviet Union, the Chief of the Leningrad State
Inspectorate for the Preservation of Monuments declares,
“it we didn't have monuments, we wouldn't have a nation”
and the director of preservation work in old St. Petersburg
says, “it's our history, the history of the Russian peopla”,

ssur. PRESERVATION

THE IS3UE:

People need the familiarity of buildings and spaces to remind
them of what their lives have been in the past, to give them an

nsight inte how their lives are preceeding today,

When these builclings and spaces are affected by new
developmem or adjacent construction, it s the architect who
miist deal with the physical forms themselvas ioth esthotically
and structurally, I lran 5 to grow and develop in its urban
areas and, ot the same time, preseive its unequaled heritage
ol districts and structures in a viable state, it 15 of paramount
importance that architects with an intimate knowledge of
Iran's architectural heritage be included at the point of design

decision in such situations

The consulting or supervisory archilact well versed n
and wensitive 1o lran's heritage can mako decisions that no
ane else is qualified to make. He must be called vpon to decide
how the old forms can most effectively be complimented by
which

concerned with the compatible blending of the forms af both

modern  forms, he also undorstands, He must be
past and present and he must deal artistically with both. To
leave the decisions in the hands of architects who, though they
may be conversant with modern design and technigques, have
little knowledge of or feeling for lran’s architectual heritage, is
to place that heritage in extreme jeopardy. Invarialily tha new,
the modern, the progressive will supersede the old, the fraglle,
the irreplaceabile and we will, like so0 many other nations, lose
an ancient heritage which is not anly valuable 1o the rest of tha
world in a historical sense, but is necessary to the continuity

of our own culture.
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AS A PROFESSIONAL

The Architect in lran has too long been at the beck and
call of the client, private ar government. |n fear of losing a
commission, he allows himself to be treated like a draftsman
instead of a professional. He does too much free work in order
to get a contract and then allows the client to dictate
contract terms and, too often, the project design. And the
architect rarely has an efficient method of obtaining payment
far his services, Would a doctor allow himself to be put in such

a position?

We have been trained, both here and abroad, to fill a
specinl position, to perform a special service as responsible
professionals; but thers is no professionalism in our practice,
To a large extent, we have ourseélves te blame,

be expected to respect a
profession which cannot even evaluate itself? There is no

registration of architects in lran, no uniform criteria set up to

How can the public

evaluate foreign and Iranian degrees and licenses. We have no
means to equate the proficiency of an architectural graduate
of the University of Tehran with a member of the Roval
Institute of British Architects, with a Doctore from

Italian university, with a holder of a United States architectural

an
license. It is pointless to simply tack a diploma up on the
office wall; we must judge real Knowledge and ability,

Dnce we have set uniform professional standards for

ourselves, we will have a stronger voice and need not
necossarily accept whatever the potential elient whimsically
wys or does, We can begin 1o educate our clients, to show
them that their indecision and caprice during the design and
construction stages of a project irwariably result in greater

expense and an extended schedule.

if we are to help our profession progress to a point of
competence and efficiency and save ourselves much frustration,
we will have to teach the client in lran how to work with us.
This is an area that has been too long neglected, We have
allowed the public to believe that the only difference between
the client-as-designer and the architect-as-designer is that the
architect knows how to use a T-square and triangle.

How many times has someong come to an architect with
a large piece of land and said, "Give me a master plan for this.
I"vee just had it subdivided by a civil engineer and the streets
are going in now". We must convince the client that he's
going about things backwards.

Or take the very typical case of the client who wants to
get a building Permit amd begin construction with nothin
much more than the foundation drawings completed. He has
na clear idea of what his building will be like and yet he s
impatient to start putting it up, as if the work on the site is the
only wark that counts. Then, as the design progresses, this
same pegson makes continual changes but can't understand
why It takes so long to complele his bullding and why it 15
now so expensive,

It we hope for more successtul projects, we must educate
the elient, showing him that proper scheduling of construction
and purchase of materials from completed and approved
drawings will result in both faster and less costly construction,
Only (f we take leadership in design situations will we properly

frlfitl the role of professional for which we have been trained,

e ssue |HE ARGHITEGT
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IN GOVERNMENT

There are two aspects to the architect’s role in govern-
ment: the role he plays when rendering his services to the
governmeni-as-client and the role he can play as public sarvant.

A very serious problem is being created by the tremen-
dous growth of architactural departiments in various branches
of the government. The use of indhouse architectural services
for the vast majority of wnicipal winl national goveriment
projects ie killing private practice for all bue the few “big"

archiitectural offices

We will agree that goverament offices must have
arehitectural représentatives to coordinate construction pro
jects, but the actual orchiteetural work should be done by
private firms, Design is inevitably superior, less costly and
more successful when it comes from outside of the bureau-
cratic systems of governmaent, Around the world today,
governmeont architecture Is notoriously medioere andd lran,
with o many govarnmant construction prajocts, may be In

of creating o glut of mediocrity across the land

The govarnment is our Diggest builder, both in the s
and quantity of its projeets. And as in industry the governmant
is encouraging more and more private participation and
orivate development and is handing over large parts of s
owr Industries to the prople, so, much ol the goviernment’s
should

work in construction, including architoctural design,

be taken out of burcaucratic offices and given 1o the privato

sweetor,

The governmaent should ale look around its home
territory for the special consultants poeded . on many projeots
te duae become o trond, o mratter of st and prestige to
employ foreign exportis “ But we have innumerable special

Ists, many of thom foreign educated, rght here at home
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Let us take His Imperial Majesty the Shahanshah's
admonitions to government regarding industry and apply
them to the work of our own prefession as well: Give more of
the work to the private sector and encourage their participa-
tion, Seck to use the talents and expertise of lranian rather
than foreign firms and specialists and, where the expertise
does not yet exist here, help it to develop. 1T we allow the
government and foreign oxperts (o manapalize the practice ol
architecture In lran, our own talents will atrophy and we will
become a nation poor n design and increasingly dependent

an outsiders,

AS A PUBLIC SERVANT

How can we bring about & change so that more
government work goes to private firms? By becoming active
in government ourselves and taking positions as decision
Architects

restricted themselves to working as architects for a ministry of

makers in government have, so far, usually
municipality, but in this position they are typically frustrated
by their lack of influence or decision-making power over gven

tho daily work they must do themsalves.

Wo noed more architocts as city councilmen, as minis
terial underspergtaries, as directors of .Jgul‘lf:ir_'i. Those must
be responsible individuals who will not misuse their authority
simply to find lugrative commissions for their favorites. By
tiking positions in the decision:making councils ol government,
we can influence gover nment to be more concerned with batter
design and planning, to take action for the preservation and
enhancement of our bullt environment, to encourage better
relations with the profession as a whole and, not least, to
award more government work 1o private architectural firms,

GT'S ROLE
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AS EDUCATOR

Children know that they can grow up to be policemen,
shopkeepers, doctors or nurses, but how many know they can
also grow up to be architects? How many know what an
architect is or what he does? How many ever wonder how a
building gets to look the way it does? Very few, unless there
happens to be an architect in the family

Today's children are tomorrow's clionts and, with the
longevity natural to members of our protession, many of them
mray very well be our own clients in the future, It behooves us,
then, for ourselves and for the sake of a better built environ
ment, to do our part to Introduce the profession of archi
tecture to theso children,

You have heard of classes in music appreciation and art
appeeciation, but have you ever heard of classes in the
appreciation of architecture or of the man-mada enviranment?
Iran's architects should go, each and all of them, at least
gnee a year inte the elementary and high schools and talk
to the children, Evary architect who designs a new school
should go to that school after it is open and tell the students
how it was designed and built, The students will then not anly
learn to appreciate the buildings and the city around them but
they will also grow up with some idea of the importance of
an architect’s work, And then, perhaps, the clients of the
future will be better able to cooperate with the architect,
to work with him for better bulldings and better design,

AS MEMBER OF A PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION

As in every country, we have a professional organization
— The lraman Architects' Association. This organization is an
opportunity of which we have not yet taken advantage, a
chance to make our voice heard strongly as a united profession,
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But an organization is only as strong as the weited
Ceo P rd b n,l" frs members. And though the 1AM makes
attempts a1 representing the profession, the membership
tends to regard it as a social club,

e wetive” wembership chages aeith the current
prresiclont el board of directors, those who are porsoinally
o the groap e commuaned atteading weetings anel those
agaiitst ', droppime out amd not participating at afl Awy
pre fesgional organization deteriorates inte @ clique wloin i

uternhers operate within sueh narrow limits of perty fealousy

Iranians are porhaps the world's greatest inclivicdualises,
bul as individuals alone we cannol hope o Better the condi
tions of our profession. This can be done only wilh thea stro
and uaified voice of our professional organization and i wan'l
kappen until we can put aside our differences and begin 1o

support and actively participate in the 1AA

I wa will allow It to be spokesman for the profession
the 1AM can help us educate our present and luture clients,
can assist us 1o play a strongoer rale in guvernment projects,
ean do much to enhance owur image s profesionals, A
strong  professional organization can, in fact, be ot great
assistance In confronting and solving each of the ssues
discussed in this magozine. 1t con lead us in the way ol
diversity, teach us the language of international finonce and
gonstruction, foster teamwork between architicts andd con

tractors 1o achieve more successiul projeets, and much mora

RCHITEGT'S ROLE 1ue s
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New that we have achieved a reasonable amount of
industrialization in lran, now that we have begun to connect
all points of the country with paved roads and have brought
piped water and electricity to many of the villages, we have
found that it is time to be concerned also with the quality of

gur human environment.

We are particularly concerned with the relationship
between the urban environment and the gquality of urban life,
Various groups and agencies are taking action in specific
areas of environmental problems, but the efforts are not yet

coordinated as a whole.

One cannot isalate a particular environmental ill and treat
it as o separute problem, belioving that the solution to that
problem alone will give us a better life. The environment asa
whole is an ecological system and ecology, by definition,
implies interdependance and mutual relationships, Who is botter
equipped by education and training then the architeet to
explore these relationships, to load discussion concarning the

present and future guality of the total built envirenment?

It used to be that the architect’s major interest was in
designing a beautifu facade, creating a monument to the
owner, making each bullding a separately superlative structure,
But now we've found that all those separate structures
together make a city and that their aggregate effect an the
people who use them and eome In contact with them is ol
major importance. |f we are to consciously design the futune
built environment rather than allow the uncontrolled forces ol

industrialization and growth to shape that environment for us,
then the architectural profession must act as guide.

e 1ssue. ENVIRONMENT
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We must think of the design of our cities in terms other
than the simple, graphic master plan with renderings of urban
shopping centers. As architects we give the urban environment
much of its visual aspect; we must also assume some respon-

sibility for the condition in which the cities find themselves

One smoking flue in a village, one bottle thrown
carelessly by the roadside may be hardly noticable against the
vost backdrop of
together in cities, the effects of onr dirt, in whatever formi, and

of our carelessness are moere glaring, the ills are magrified, 11 a

nature; but when we ere concontrabed

city Is to offer Hs residents “"the good Iife'', it cannot be

designed and operated on the basis of statistics and sconomics
alone,

URBAN LAND SPECULATION

What are some of our cancerns regarding developmant

of environment! Land speculation i a

major concern because of its dehilitating affect upon well

the maetropelitan
balanced growth. When many owners simply "sit” on their
city land, waiting for the price to go up, these empty parcels
foree uncomfortably high densities and misuse of land in other
areas. City p.i'.mur'ar_q and landd wse stuelivs become meaningless

when the land remains undeveloped,

In an effort to prod owners into developing their parcols
within the existing city limits, the Tohran municipality has
refused to grant building permits for projocts outside those

limits until the inner parcels are bullt wpon or walled in, There
is the danger, however, that this will further escalate the price
of land because the avallable supply beyond the eity limit has
been put out of reach, And the problem will become worse

instead of better. Perhaps maore effective would be the

proposed  increase in taxes on undeveloped wrban land

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

The architectursl profession must also be concerned with
the ineMicient consumption of energy and natural resources in
the cperation of the city's aggregate buili area, The more
ploctricity woe use — and waste with inefficient cquipmaont, the
more water is needed or gas is burned 1o generate that
ploctricity. As our standard of living increases, we each use
more water, gas and power overy day, Our natural resources do
pot multiply to meet our demands, but the pollution and waste
genarated by our consumption do increase, The total of waste

avied pql”lrrn-l: from separile cnergy Systems :h'.uwrr'd ||r|Jr

separate butldings & greater than would be the total for
plavned, combivied, multiouge systems

With an ever impending water erisis in Teliran (available
sources adequate for a maximum population of &Y% millian in
a city already rapidly approsching 4 million) and othor eities
of the lranian plateau, how much water can we afford to waste
down flush toilets? An “aftabeh’ requires very little water and,
although we would not advocate denying flush toilets @ the
population, perhaps we should look for an alternative to this
wasteful use of our natural resource, In a country notoriously
short on water, it behooves us to develop systems which will
ri-use the same water as many tines as possible and in the
most efficient manne

sour, ENVIRONMENT  roe rsuc. EN
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It is sad but true that developing nations, like children,

In & country just creating a national power grid, we
seem unable to learn from their elders but must make the same

should develop integrated power systems to allow energy trade-
offs on a national scale and multi-use on an urban scale, With
the establishment of generating stations at our dams creating

mistakes over again. So we congratulate ourselves on a rate of
growth of GNP even greater than that of Japan, forgetting
that Japan's urban areas are now suffering the dire conse
quences of their perhaps too rapid economic growth and
forgetting, also, that the money spent to correct our mistakes

pollution-free energy and the use of natural gas, with a low-
pollution index, for additional generating capacity, Iran has the

opportunity to become a leader among nations in the struggle

o produce clean cnergy. contributes just as much to the GNP figure as does our real

increase in production. We see industrialization as the symbol
| » the architect to look for design solutions j e e
bl e v ) of an adwanced society and forpet that very soon we will find,
i sfficiont use of energy systems, to require i lise :
optimizing the effici usE oy s “ as the industrialized wations have d.rrr::.r!}r fournd, our resources

st te ems of his engineering consultants and to realize
a5 " g I — nearly spent, our land polluted and our values guestioned. We
i i | eering 158 an important factor in .
U Snviamanial woghise g s must be careful and try to learn from the mistakes of others,

environmental design.
Yes, we must have progress, but what kind of progress?

Perhaps we should stop and re-think our concepts of “city"
What is it that draws people together in urban agglomerations
and what keeps them there? Do they really need to be massed
together in crowded cities in order to perform efficiently as
NATIONAL URBAN POLICY producers and consumers and are these roles the most

Having been established by government agencies responsi- important ones we can offer our citizens? Don't the possibili-

bie for Improving Iran's annual increasa in Gross Mational
Product, the nation's urban policy s, quite naturally, based such as education and information via telephone and satellite

ties opened up by instantaneous world-wide communication,

on industrialization and the development of job centres, This or nearly personal contact via television and holography,
Is all well and good, but city life is more than money in the modify some of the traditional reasons far large cities? A
pocket and a steady job. As architects we must promote pational urban policy is a plan for the future and we must
awpects of urbair ;!-?hc'_'.' Ji'ul.lll'ug jith prittering tlf.lHIlrJﬂl-idn'l-ﬂ‘J‘f ensure that it s not limited to today's possibilities but is based
as they affect the quality of life — there is me other profession on the technology as well as the needs of the future which

adequately trained to do this, begins tomorrow.

VIRONMENT  one ssue. ENVIRI
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NATURE IN THE CITY

“Nature is lost quickest in a big city. The cause is
geometrical, not moral. The straight lines of its streets and
archiftecture, the rectangulavity of its ks and social customs,
the inld:'l'hufn.t.! pavements,  the hard, SePere, :h-r:n-;s;’u,:,
wncompromising rales of ull its ways — even of its recreation
amed sports — coldly exhibit a sneeriug defisee of the enred

line of Natre." O'Henry,

lranians are great lovers of Nature and even those living
in cities are nat many generations removed from villages where
Moture was at the doorstep. Therefore, keoping nature in the
city is of aven more concern to lran's architects than it weuld
be o, let us say, Europeans who have been urbanized for

gqenarations,

We need more parks whole systems of parks and
podestrian ways throughout our metropolitan areas. The
prople stroll and pienic on overy tree-lined avenue (witness
Isfahan’s Chahar Bagh or the streets of Shemian in the
summer) and throng what park-spaces there are, but it is not
maough, Tehran is bullding a major park in the south of the
city, which will help if thoy will allow people 1o sit unde
the trees or picnic on the grass and will not confine them to
asphalted pathways as in most parks. But you can't air

condition a park and the people from the south of the city

will probably eantinue to go up to Shemiran's coolar streets in

the summer,

We need not just one large park to stand as a monumaent
to public works but many smaller ones all over the city as
ouses in the midst of congestion, We need parks integrated
with other community facilities such as Yousefabad Park in
Tehran which is integrated with a library = and also happens
to be designed for use by non-ambulatory persons, a raro

consideration in lran,
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There is a sense of desperation in the massive Friday
exodus fram the city in search of a tree and a stream., 1t is as ||
the urban dwellers are virtually starved for a touch of Nature
We can and should bring it to them in the city

The quality of our enviranment is raally an international
concern, and lran con be proud of its participation In the
International conference an the environment held in Stockholm
in Juni of this year. But we must begin to solva the probloms
on a national seale and realize thot ocology is related to
regional planning, that the quality of the built enviconmant s

felated to the design of cities,

Mare has been done nationally than most of us are
mwrare of, The Game and Fish Department has set aside 35
wildlife parks and protected  regions  totalling 4,500,000
hectares, an arca larger than Switzerland, and has made major
advances in protecting our wildlife and waterlowl, a measure
which will become increasingly Impartant as we become more
and more an urban nation, In addition, it was announced in
Stockhalm that an international wikdlife sanctuary has boeen

establishid qear Shivaz, the first of its King

The Game and Fish Department has now been ranamad
the Departmant of Environmental Conservation and s
responsibilities have been extonded to include addivional
aspects of lran's environment such as pollution contral and
tand use. We sineerely hope that its racord of progross and

sction under its new name will equal what has gone before,

One doy we may be a nation proud not because it has
the biggest GNP or the most industrialization or the |argest
cities but because proportionately, it has the greatest amount
of land devoted to parks, wildlife reserves and protected open

space In the waorld.
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It seems that as we grow, we get dirty. As our standard
of living rises in economic Terms, the quality of our environ-
ment deteriorates. Our air becomes dirty, our water is foul, we
can't get away from the noise in the city, solid waste from our
hames and industries piles up in threatening mountains, and
the potential beauty of our urban environment Is marred by
careless visual atrocities. The cities, to which we gravitate for
work, excitement and an urbane way of life, become dusty,

dirty, noisy, ugly places to live,

AR

Our master plans bring together thousands or millions of
people, provide nearby industrial sites for their jobs and give
them speedy expressways for the long home-to-work trip the
city plans inevitably require; and all these factors have a hand
in creating air pollution, As designers we, too, are responsible
for the smog that dirties our buildings, kills the trees that shade

our streets, stings our eyes and damages our lungs.

Tohran, the worst offender, is installing new air pollution
measuring devices. The government has planted a green belt of
trees around the city designed to produce clean oxygen for
the population, There are several veices in Parllament and
the press calling for improvements in the condition of our
air. We hope that soon the talk will turn to action.

MNOISE

We must continually question the environmental effects
of our urban, industrial and technological development, How
much more smog does each new expressway bring into the
central city? How much traffic noise can the human organism
tolerate when residences are constructed next to freoways? We
should zone the land adjacent to freeways for other than
resicdential construction for, although they may be relatively
free from traffic now, the freeways will be crowded with too
many automobiles sooner than we think.

THE ISSUE: p“ll“““N THE 1551
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Moise is not only a matter of more automobiles,
machines and airplanes; it is a matter of land use, siting and
construction materials. We must prohibit the construetion of
homes within airport flight patterns, create bulfer zones for
freeways and expressways, provide proper insulation for
plumbing pipes. We can contribute measurably to reducing the

impact of urban noise through both planning and construetion

WATER

Water is scarce throughout most of Iran and it is fitting
that the nation's first major anti-pollution law, passed in
August, should deal with the pollution of this important
rasource. Tho measure prohibits the dumping of garbage and
pollutants into all bodies of woter (we presume this inclucdes
the Persian Gullf as well as the Casplan Sea, rivers, lakes and
streams) and provides for heavy lines Tor violators, 1t will be
difficult 1o administer this law initially, for the Industries,
many of them developed by foreign companies whose capital
has been important to lran's economic growth and which have

been so necessary to our Industrialization, have grown here

without thought or consideration for the contral of pollution,

We will find ourselves In the same uncomfortable position as
the doveloped countries where the problem s one of finding
a balance between the need for clean water (or air) and the
costs 1o the nation's industry,

There are many close ties between architecture and the
use or mis-use of water, one of them on a major design scale,
We all known that open and running water have traditionally
been important elements (n lran’s lanscape architecture, but
it has not been until recently that we could develop this
particular relationship in a contemporary way, Now, the
construction of dams has given us many potential water
playgrounds which can be of great recreational value too our
city dwellers,
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These same dams sometimaes alter the disposition of flood
plaing, critical factars in the annual flooding of villages and
towns in an otherwise arid country. When will be learn not to
build on flood plains and not 1o build on the areas which are
needed for natural run-off? As architects, we must at least

advice against such practices,

SOLID WASTE

The solid waste problem is not immediately solved by the
city dsposing of ouw garbage, private and industrial; it is also a
problem of educating the public regarding the il effects o
littering. People not only wash thair cars and, In sections
without piped water, their clothes at the “jubes”, they alwo
throw trash and garbage in them, And after a heavy rain, all
thi aceumulated mes & washed down to the lower sections
of town where the jubes overflow onto streets and sidawalles
loaving a litter of ornge peels, old socks, cang and miscallane-
ous junk everywhere, One recalls the European cities of the
Middle Ages where people threw their garbage from upper
story windows into the street and the pedestrian, boware.

People seem 0 think that any unwalled, empty lot or
undeveloped section of the city can be used as a public trash
dump — witness the heaps plling up in Tehran's undevaloped
Abbasabad area or the hundreds of empty plastic bags one
finds glinting in the sun like some strange kind of plant an the
hillsides. Our industries are fust wow beginning to produce
H"jll” FJJ-I" |.|Ir'l'r"Fr1F}r'l'f "|J"I1.”r': re r:yr'-:_;.' h‘l"f"”'l'-”l':"p' [[4l II!"”I!'-:':
and dispose of: cang, no-returi bottles, non-degradeable
what we're

containers, We'd betrer tabe a hard look w

maniufacturing while we sl have o chanee to avoid furihe

imistakes

UGLINESS

When It comes to the visual pollution of our built
grwironment, the architectural profession must toke an author
itative position. This Is not 1o say that stylistic eriteria for the
design of bulldings must be set up, for who among us is Lo say
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what 15 beautiful, But it does mean that we must take action
against sleaziness and the unkempt aspects of our cities, for we

"“N THE 130Uk

A recent report made by the Ministry of Development

and Housing through its Housing Organization shows that

do recognize ugliness — the clutter of signs, the glare of Iran must construct nearly two million dwelling units over the

unshielded parking aress, the tawdriness of streets strung with
electric wires,

The Iranian people have a marvelous talemt for graphics
which should be encouraged to produce signing of visual
delight rather than confusion, They also have a talent for
visual display, as in street decorations made with colored
lights = the unigue “cheragh buni®, and we would do well to
take advantage of this natural aptitude in order to enhance the
visual guality of our cities, The "cheragh buni”, for example,
is required many times each year by various holidays and we
should provide for this in the design of our buildings rather
than simply leave it to be tacked on the outside,

Fortunately, our metropolitan regions are still young.
We still have o chance to clean up our poellution before it over.
takes us, And more and more groups are recognizing the
urgeney of the situation: The National lranian Oil Company
conducts a seminar on air pollution, an agreement is made
with the Soviet Union 1o study the problem of pollution in
the Caspian Sea, Tehran constructs a plant to convert the
city's refuse 1o fertilizer, But we must follow through with
our efforts, One shot deals are no solution,

The smog in Tehran puts it in the catagory of any city
of sevaral million, but it isn't as bad as the smog of Los Angeles
or Tokyo - yet. Further pollution of the Caspian can be
prevented, at least on our side, if ve will use discretion in
industrializing the coastal region. We still have time to review
the treeway and expressway routes of our cities' master plans
with an eye to decreasing the impact of traffic roise. And, If
wo will make our professional voice heald, we may vel protect
ourselves from the visual pollution which threatens our urban
snviranment.

THE ISSUE: P“I.I.“"“N

next ten years in order to give all of the nation’s people a
decent place to live. That is an average of nearly 200,000 new
units each year, a quantity virtually impossible to construct
with our timehonored but slow, brick-by-brick methods,

Only 16 percent of this demand is in the upper income
catagories, where private capital is willing to invest, while
nearly 1/3 of the needed units fall in the lower incame
catagory and will require major or full government subsidy. It
i & situation where the social need is not equalled by the
desire to invest = business can too easily find a faster and
greater return in other fields,

The nation clearly faces a problem: How can we con:
struct so many units in the short time allotted and, secondly,
who can afford to invest in this kind of housing? Some few
meagures have bean taken 1o éncourage private |nvestmaent in
this sector: Many more banks now make housing loans and,
occasionally, development terms include what amounts to a
yuarantee of purchase through the bank, sponsored by the
government, The Ministry of Development and Housing will
pravide land at minimum cost for low- and medium-income
projects meeting their cost, area and materials specifications,
All these measures help attract capitol, but it is questionable
whether they can compete with the large profits to be made

from industrial investment,

The result (s that the private sector leaves the problem
to the government, which is constantly initiating projects lor
500 or more apartmants in major eities throughout lran in an
attempt to house everybody, These efforts are laudable, but
the planning is cranked out of central offices in Tehran by
employees who have no knowledge of the sites or people for
whom they design. They have never been to, for example,
Bandar Abbas in the summer and therefore imagine that

THE 1350



smaller windows are the only variation needed 1o make the

THE

standard unit acceptable in that infernally hot and muggy
climate, Take a standard plan and put slol windows in for
the Persian Gult area and tack on porches for the Casplan
coast and you've got the selution, they think, The problem is
that the peaple for whom these units are intended often
refuse to live in them, prefering their poorer but more
comfortable thacks.

Among private architects ame many professionals who
are highly motivated to produce good design and successful
projects, not only because of thoir reputations and their
pocketbooks, but also because of a professional fascination
with problem solving. With their expertise, we might see
major advances not only in the quality of mass housing, but

alsa in the guantity,

There has been a great deal of ik about using pre-
fabricated technigues to solve the problems of quantity
production, and it is very possible that private architects
could offer new and viabile programs for prefabricated housing
hitrie, Europe, particularly, offors prefab systems using masonry
which, at first glance, might be asppropriate for ose in lran,
However, Industrialization of the building process must be

carafully adapted 1o lranian needs and conditions,

Another aspect of housing which must be studied is the
government’s policy of eonstructing only high-density com:
plexes in urban areas, This at firit seems logical in light of
existing land values, but, os o national policy, what are the
sociological consequence? Vihat happens when the generations
of a traditional patriarchal family, "overcrowded” in a small,
singlo family dwelling, are suddenly separated and installed in

|
L

THE

the isolating units of a high-rise apartment house? Does the
provision of an accepted minimum square area per person
make up for the break in family continuity which results? 1s it
right to allow our housing policy to foree a change in the
[ranian family structure from the traditional “stem™ farmily 1o
the typ cally western “nuclear” family, to change patterns of

neighborliness, to isolate people e musse ?

The argument is that high-density is necessary because ol
the high cost of wrban lard, But this high cost is a result of
rampant, uncontrolied land speculation which has sproad like a
disease through our urban areas. Instead of applying a high
density "bandage’ to the sore, wa would do better to treat the
disease itself. How morally correct is it to change the sacio
logical patterns of the nation’s family life simply so that a
minority of land ownors may get rich? Proper housing must be
provided, yves, but not at the expense of a life style and for the

profit of land speculators,

Fortunately, attempts e being made to dampen urban
land speculation through spplication of higher taxes for
undevilloped parcels and through afferings of government land
at minimum prices for housing projects conforming to govern
ment requirements, But it is quite likely that even more
stringent measures will be necessary before we can economi
cally afford to econstruct lower income housing at lower
urban densities,

In an attempt to upgrade the guality of low-income
dwallings, the Ministry of Development and Housing has
developed minimum housing standards for projects secking
government loans and (presumably) for their own projects,
These standards deal with matarials and with area per person,
which is good in principle, but they also dictate number of
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stories and lot size, which may come too close 1o regulating
living conditions beyond the poimt which is sociologically
acceptable, We need minimums for area, sanilation, materials
and amenities which are realistically applicable to the lower-
income groups in our urban society and are not simply
middle-class systems superimposed on the hapless public in
o regimented fashion. The government is doing its best to build
the required housing, but if people will not live in the units or
live in them uncomfortably, mere numbers of dwellings

constructed will not constitute success,

One problem which we cannot avoid so long as we #x-
pect the government to construct most of our housing is the
mediocrity which inevitably is the mark of government design,
be it that of the Russian government or the lranian, It seems
that all over the workd, as soon as the designer’s job is pro-
tected by the civil service system and is no longer directly
dependent upon his ability and as soon as the ananimity of
government employment protects his reputation, the design
guality suffers,

Another lack of "feed-back” from
projects already built, Repetition of design mistakes could be
avoided and new projects could thus be more successfully
built and maintained it the time were taken to go back and
check the efficacy of design solutions in practice. Do the
occupants use the spaces as they were intended? What have
they added or altered that can be incorporated in subsequent
designs’How well do the materials withstand use? Thousands
of dwelling units produced over time very nearly beeome a
manutactured product and, like most products which are

sucenssful, each "new model” should be an improvement

problem is tha

over the old
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But as long as noone in the government’s housing offices
is responsible for design decisions, there will be no long-term
motivation to improve design. In order to get fresh viewpoints,
new ideas and responsible design, the government would be
better off to let cor racts for this work to architects in

private practice.

There is another side to government housing that also
may have strong sociological ramifications if we are not
careful and that is the tendency of various ministries and
agencies to construct housing in separate complexes for their
own employees Such sagregation by occupation can easily
a5 debilitating to a
well-balanced home and community life as are enclaves
developed by age group le.g. senior citizen
cormnmunities in the United States). We should learn from the
experience of Brazilia that government employess do not like

resull In civil sarvice enclaves just

income  or

to come home from the office to a neighborhood of

co-warkers,

As things now stand, the architect in private practice ha:
little to say about these problems. His work in residential desigr
is fairly well limited to private villas and high-income apart.
ments. Undeniably, we do have good examples of residential
design in the wealthier parts of the cities and the Saman
Apartments in Tehran are as good an example as one will find
anywhere of sophisticated, high-rise urban living,

But there is no reason why good architectural design
should be limited to the upper income groups; it is in the hand
of the government to give contracts for the design of low-cost
housing to private firms. If they would do so, they would
undoubtedly find that lran‘s architects can come up with
unique and viable solutions to the nation's housing problems.

THE 1SSUE: “l
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Building codes, guality control of materials and system.
atic supervision of construction ara three fields badly in need of
development in lran, At this point in time, they are virtually
non-existant and their absence has as great a detrimental effect
an contemporary lranian architecture as their well developed
presence would hove a positive effeet. It is difficult to convinea
a client of the need for emergency exists in his office bullding
when there is no code requirement for them; it is futile
design a lovely brick home if the bricks spall the first year; it is
frustrating to have to revise plans during construetion because

no one coordinated the duct runs with the structural drawings,

CODES

In a land where carthquakes annually take their woll in
lives and destruction of property, it s shamelull that there is
no proper building code. The Ministry of Development and
Housing recently outlined regulatiens tor bullding materials 1o
be used In structures of cortain hoights, which is a step in the
right direction, but there s no mention of how these structures
ara to be held togethe except for a vague referenco to with-
standing earthquakes and high winds. This cannot be called a
bullding code

The recent earthguake between Shiraz and Bandar Abbas
which left villages and towns in heaps of rubble vividly
Hustrates the futility of using modern materisls whon they an
not properly tied together. The structures of Riln-dried brick
and conerate boams collapsed just as efficiently as the mud
brick and mud roofed houses, Quite naturally, the heavier
wiright of the concrate members took a groater toll in lives, Tha
sad result s that the public, not being aware of the building
technimques needed to withstand ecarthquakes, erronegously
concludes that traditional mud brick construction is safer than

modern construction,

THE 1SSUE: [:“NSII"I[:"
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With one hand we send relief teams to help the earth:
fquake victims — we've had to do this so often that we've
become quite proficient — and with the other we still allow
construction which will collapse just as readily in the next

‘quake

Cur major cities are no better, Tehran's Code deals anly
with theratio of building area to lot size, with required parking
space and with materials for tall buildings. There is nothing to
prevent the dangerous use of “cheaper” building technigues
too olten employed by developers and  contractors such as
amitting fire exists or supporting structural beams on adjacent

buildings.

But when we do go about writing a code, it should be
compiled by practicing  architects, engineers, contractors,
rgsoarchers and businessmen with the government taking a
supervisory position, A combination of information from
other codes around the woarld and the experience of our awn
people in the building industry s necessary; theoretical

knowledge along is o poor 100,

Materials and construction technigues must be régulated
for the safety of Life and limb, beginning in our urban areas,
You can't administer 8 building code for o city of nearly 4

million on an ued hoe basis.

QUALITY CONTROL UF MATERIALS

The local WUnited Mations representative at the Plan
Organization and UM, teams who have visited Iran have been
advocating for some time that we develop a Building Research
Center not anly to study construction techniques but also to
grade our building materials and equipment and to look for
ways of improving them, (Reports on this subject may be

found in the United Nations office in Tehran). Such a Centre

is urgently needed here. There is a tremendous amount of
building activity going on in lran, but there is no reliable
authority to check the quality of the materials which are

available for new structures.

Brick, lran's traditional and most often used bullding
materials, ranges from good to bad with no uniformity of
quality, Bricks often spall or virtually “melt away" in one
winter's rain and, because there is no quality grading, one must
simply learn from experiences which companies provide decent
masonry units. Even the Brick Producers’ Association dogs
not seem to have taken responsibility for setting standards and
for grading the quality of its members' products, Brick, of
courss, s not the only material at fault, but it serves to

illustrate the prablem confronting us.

A Building Research  Centre which would  classify
construction materials according to guality, provide guality
standards and see to it that those standards are met would be of
great help to the architect, and the contractor as well, And the
availability of dependable materials would help to improve the

quality of our buildings in general.

CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION

How aften have you seen a pipe plastered over in the
upper cormer of a room because someone forgot there was a
structural beam in the ceiling there? It is inexcusable that
someone  should  forget that
mechanical, electrical and plumbing drawings should be so
poorly coordinated that mistakes like this become common-

or architectural, structural,

place. In the first place, construction documents are often too
poorly detailed to enable total coordination. In the second
place, no one seems to want to take responsibility for such
coordination. This s clearly the job of the architect, whao is
head of the design-construction team and who must insure that
the contractar actually bullds according to drawings,

ON  rse 1ssue. GONSTRUGTION
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But lack of drawing coordination is not the only
problem with our approach to construction. Too many
buildings require an unreasonably long time to get built and
then are disproportionately expensive because construction was
begun too soon. The prevailing attitude is that the sooner the
construction crews start, the sooner the work will be finished,
Clients often don't realize that to begin a structure with no
clear idea of the end result and then to continually make
changes in design while the building is on the way up is to
work in the most inefficient way possible,

The only way the architect can stop this trend s to
educate the client and to write into the contract that construc:
tion documents must be completed beforg construction
commaences. The one workable alternative to this is the use of
the Fast Track method which overlaps design and construction
phases in 8 specific and highly sophisticated way and in
creasingly reduces the options for design change at incremental

stages.

Fast Track is not the only way to get a building up
quickly, 11 construction documents are fully detailed, complete
and coordinated, the Critical Path Method of scheduling
eonstruction and purchase of materials will see a building
completed in the shortest time possible. CPM has bean used o
few times in lran, o we know that it works, excuses about

materials supplies and unskilled labor notwithstanding,

There are many other aspects of the construction
phase of building which should be improved. Temporary
barricades must be required for all construction sites, not just
for a few in the central business districts, and they must be
designed so that the pedestrian s not left without a sidewalk,
Materials must be stored on the site in such a way that they do
not interfere with traffic on sidewalks and roadways. Present
practices waste much material and this is primarily the
caontractor's responsblllty, but the architect must require

better practices of the contractor,

If we can attack some of the problems in construction
pointed out here and find solutions, we will do much on the
practical side to make the practice of architecture better in

Iran,

i tssur. GONSTRUGTION rae1ss
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LE SIMPLE ET LE NOBLE

LES DEBUTS D L‘ISLAM
650 — 1000 A.D.

Avee la vitesse ot la violence d'un tourbillon du désert,
los Arabes surgirent de leurs demeures ancéstrales, brisérent
la puissance militaire de la Pérse & Nihavand en 637 A.D., et,
en l'espace dt quelgues années, envoydrent les souverains
sassarudus survivants se réfugler on Chine, Assez curieusement,
la continute de la vie pérsane ne fut aucunement bouleversée,
¢l les éléments cssentiels de la culture sassanide continudrent
d'opérer Les forces conguérantes de 1'lslam n'imposbrent
aucune architéclure, car elles n'en avaient aucune & Imposar.
Cependant, Porchitecture sassanide, pleine d'invention, au-
daciouse oL impréssionnante comme elle le ful, comptait trop,
b cause de ses formes ossentielloment structurales, sur les
masses indftes pour s'assurer la stabilitd. Ce fut le fait de
la Pérse islamigue gue de raffiner ces formes puissanies et de
divelopper leur potentiel en une architecture d'une extréme
beautd . Le résultat devait en dtre plus léger, plus sensible
plus varid ot plus expréssil que jusqu'alors,

L'organisation de "empire islmique, dominant ung
région cultureliement fort diverse, ouvrit de nouvelles voios
de communicotion, accroissant ainsi les dchanges commerciaus
o crdant une doonomie expansive, Un besoin urgent se fin
sentir de nouvelles constructions, laigues et religleuses, Partout,
il fallant biur des mosguies, des collbges, des tombeaux, des
ponts, des forts des hOpitaux, des caravansérails et des
Libliothdgues,

L'lslam proclamait & la fois la fraternitd de tous et la
paternité de Dieu, domnant une nouvelle dignité & I"homme
commun en e revalorisant, En lran, la conversion a I'lslam s
it par la pérsuasion plutht gue par 'épée. L'lslam davint
lurs la préocoupation centrale de 'esprit persan, Remplacan
los palais grandioses qui avaient si ostensiblement  proclamé
Forgueil g1 le pouvoir des rois, la mosquée, avec son caractére
Plus cummun @ plus démocratique, prit rapkdement une
place  auss importante gue la cathédrale dans |'Europe
mixd idvans,

D la mosquée s'dlovait cing fois par jour 'appel & la
prifre commung, et, le vendredi, 'appel & la présence. Mais la
mosquée @5t ouverte & chacun, el & toute heure, Elle appartient
& 1ous les musulmans, @ le vagabond dénué de tout a autant
droit @ son hospitalité spirituelle et physique que le plus fier
des princes. En outre, la mosquée devint I"institution de base
pour la diffusion de I"instruction du niveau le plus élémentaire
4 la philosophie la plus sophistiguée, en passant par les
conférences populaires, Un colldge, la “madresseh”, v était
souvent attachd, et chague mosqude possédail sa propre
bibliothéque.

VY AN G

La mosquée servait souvent de cour de justice. Les
scribes y faisaient un commerce florissant, Certaines parties du
complexe de la mosquée étaient méme utilisées comme
prisons ou comme morgues, La mosquée devint peu & peu le
véritable centre de la cité, Elle était une "civitas Dei™ au sein
de la "civitas mundi'

Quant 4 son architecture, la mosquée était loute centrée
sur une cour Intérieure, congue pour étre sénarée du mande
extérieur et accroNre sa.concentration intéricure, La répétition
des déments, arcades ou colonnes, lul donne une cohdrance
qui an méme 1emps définit son but: 'accomplissement de
sorte la plus profonde d'unité. C'est vers la mosquée que
corvergent A la fois la vie et la pensée de la communauté

Presgue immédiatement aprés |'implantation de Vislam
en Iran, de nombrouses constructions surgirant de terre
Calles-ci devaient utiliser les matériaux, les techniguas o les
styles locaux, Aucun édifice persan des deux premiers sibcles
de |'lslam ne subsiste pour le cortificr, mais les descriptions
contemporaings Nous en apprennent beaucoup, AINSi, Nous
savons que ces premidres mosquées, souvent d'ambitieuses
entreprises engloutissant des sommes fabuleuses, continudrent
les ancionnas traditions architecturales de la Perse, & 1'ornemen-
tation sompluguse,

Iy avait trois 1ypes fondamentaux de mosquies

= e pavillon, un dbme surmontant une chambre carrée
lle temple du feu sassanide adapté au ritvel islamiquao)

- liwan ouvert, simple volite en berceau, tradition de
Tag-a-Kisra,

- la cour ouverte, appelée plan arabe, et entourde

d'arcades.

Eventuellement, ces trols types particuliers peuveny s
trouver rdunis. Dans 'espace de 3 sibdcles, maintes mosquées
importantes furent construites, pour ne pas parler des caravan.
serails, bazaars @1 autres constructions. Peu ont survécu, mais
des comptes-rendus contemporaing parlent avec enthousiasme
de ces mesquées pour leur beautd, leur décoration sompiususe
et leur taille impressionnante, Jusque vers la fin du de sidcie,
les édifices sassanides, encore abondants dans tout le pays,
servirent de modéles aux nouveaux bitiments.

Exception faite de quelques murs en ruines et de
quelques fondations mises 4 jour, le petit Tari-Khand, &
Damghan, construit aux enwirons de 760, est le plus vieil
édifice islamique existant en lran. La disposition suit e plan

lessrs ¥




Tari-Khane (Damghan) le plus vied edifice islamigue existant en lran

typigue de la cour Intérieure. UNE cour vaste, presque carrde,
entourée des arcades de voltes en tunnel, posées sur d'immen:
wi mdles circulaires de prés de 4 métres de hauiour et de
2 mitres de diamétre. L'ensomble de la structure est simple, et
donne une impression de grandeur et de souveraine beautd,
C'est I'un des plus splendides édifices de la période islamigque,
d'un style purement sassanide. La soula innovation réside dans
les arcs ldgdrement en ogive, les premiars de cette sorte
ralevés @n |ran

L'architeciure de cotte période s'engagea dés lors vers
les effots décoratits abondants @1 chargds, le travail du stuc
polyehrome, exubdrant mais sophistigué. Les tous premiars
Iragments existant encore sont admirables do besuté ot
o'dldgonce: & Nishapur, probabloment vars la fin du Be sidqcle,
) la Masjed-e-Jomeh de Chiraz, vers la fin du 9e sidcle, et & la
Masjed-e-Jomeh de Nayin, vers le milieu du loe sitcle. La
mosquée de Nishapur avail des colonnos de marbre, un
carrglage dord, des murs Travailles en stuc polychrome at des
toits abendamment décorés A Damghan, des ormements
splondides o deg marbres précieux urent Wtilisés. Dapuis la
phriode parthe déja, e stue taillé | polychrome éail un cles
dlemoents primordisux de Vembelhssement, en architecture,

LES SAMANIDES: 892999 AD.

Lacceptation délimitve doe 'lslom apporta uno  Falx
si nécessaire, lo base motdoolle pouwr ko déployement do
I"énergae créatve, Viers 1o doeuxidme moitie du 8o sidele, g
rENQIssanoe  Purement porsane se développat au Khorassan,
qui comprenait alors la Transoxiane et PAlghinistan  Sous
la brillane dynasue samamide, § Bokharg of o Samitcande,
surgit, au couran du lo o sibcle, une culiure nouvellin misls
iypiguement persang, 'une des plus oxcoptionnelles on créat-
rices dans |"Mistaire doe lron

Un seul monument @ surviécu, lo mausolée d'smunl
Samanide 4 Bokhara (URSS). A lo fois par sa structure ot par
sa brillante décoration, || exerca une influenee marguea sur
"architecture Islamique postéripure, De facture simple mais
imposane, bien que oo soit une canstruction rolativemint
potite, sés proportions dtudiéos o1 har IMOMIOUSES, SO OFOemomn.
tation vigourouse of pleine d'invention, le mettent au rang
des chefs d'oeuvre de architecture iranienne!

Mises 4 part la massivitéd de la forme et la robustesso
de la construction Uattention, se poarts sur la décoration en
relief des surfaces. Les murs de briguis élalent structurds, et
lour texture rappelle e travnl de vannerie, L'on retrouve toute
une sirle d'édifices de style smilaire qui se succéddrent, &
Touran notamment. Dans ses débuts, V'architecture mongole
imitera nombre de leurs caractérnstigues

Masjed-p-JumEh Chiraz p’.‘ﬁmﬂ sigcle)
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Au pied de la partie est de la chafne de |'Elbourz, face
& I'immensitd des steppes asiatiques, s'éléve majestueusement
un supréme chefd'oeuvre d'architecture, le Gunbad-e-Qabus,
fa tour tembale de Qabusebn-Washmgir. D'une hauteur de
57 métres sans, compter les 12 métres enfouis sous fe sol
elle est faile de briques cultes de couleur bronze et dorée, Dix
rebords massifs & angle droit font saillie toutl aulour du conps
circulaire du bdtiment, unissant la base au toit. Entre les
rebords, des inscriptions en caractéres koufigues, courant le
long du bord supérieur el pris de la base, porient |a date de
sa construction, par Qabus, en 1006-7, Qabus fut un homme
extraordinaire, ayant gowernd o Gorgan presque sans inter
ruption de 976 a 1012 Erudit lu-mdme ot patron des drudits,

podte et patron des pobdes, calligraphe, astrologue, linguiste,

joueur d'échecs, vaillant querrier, Oabus était auss @xagérément
soupoonneux, @1 || mourut assassing par les nobiles exasperas

Pire-Alamdar — Darnghan - (1021)

La tour ge Gunbad-e-Qabus est la plus ancienne et la
plus expressive d'une série de quelques B0 tours monwmentales,
encore dressées aujourd’hui. Celles-ci couvrant une periode do
7 sidcles, varient ponsédérablement Quant & leurs dimensions,
leur forme et leur ornementation. On les a trouvées dans
presque toutes les régions de la Perse. La plupart sont
circulaires, telle la tour funédraire de Pir-e-Alamdar & Damghan
(1021). Des tours aux rebords prismatigues, comme celle de
Gunbad-e-Qabus, se retrouvent au 12e sitcle 3 Ravy (1139 o
au e sidele avec celle de Bistam (1313). Un autre grouoe
important dans lequel le corps de la tour est compose dun
ensemble engagé de Tors presque ronds est lormé des édiltices
de Jar Kugan, de Radkan Est (1280-1300), et de Kashmar
(14¢ sitcle), Les colonnes coupléss apparaissent avec la
Rabat-c-Malek ou ta tour de Jar Kugan, et plus tard dans lo
Kuth Minar de Delhi || existe peu de tours octegonales, mals
il faul mentionner le Gunbad-e-Ali 4 Abarguh, [1036), une
superoe pare & Kharagan (1039-1067), en continuant, 4 ta
vers les 1de sidcle, avec les tombeaux de Qom et I'lmamazadoh
Jafar a Isfahan, (13410, et méme plus tard, Quelques-unas de
ces tours sont carrées, telle celle de Gunbad-e-Surkh & Maragha
11 1& sitclel . o1 le tombeay de Chahzadeh Mohammad & Sari, au

Mazanderan [ 152 sigclel
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Ces tours reflitent fiddlement la période, les styles
jocaux et le génie des architectes, Le massif Gunbad-e-Alj
11066) & Abarquh, couronnant une abrupte petite éminence,
pst bt de lourds moellons. Les anciennes tours de Maragha,
méritant une étude particubdre, sont des chefsd'osuvre de la
corstruction de brigues et de la forme compacte et énergique,
patticulidrement la tour carrée de Gunbad-e-Surkh (1147}
gui, avec ses motfs de brigue si ingénieux et sa massive
golonne angulaire, rappelle le tombeau d'lsmail Samanide
Drautres exemples sont décorés de facon plus chargee, tel le
Gunbad--Eabud (1196}, qui 8 des panneaux an ogive onfoncds
wi cthacune de ses faces, est rocouvert d'un travail de
mosaiques de faience bleues, et est enrichi d'une corniche &
sialactitessur laquelle court une inscription on lettres bleues
sur fond blanc

Un gutre ramarguable minargt) CONSTrLL aux anvirans
4o 1140 par le Ghorid Sultan Ala ed-Din a Jam, en Alghanistan
Mdve majestuousement au  coeur dune prolonde gorgo
tachouse. || est haul de G8 métres et comporte 3 dlages aux
proportions harmoniauses |1 ost recouvert d'un travail de stuc
lart charge aux motifs floraux et géométriques entrecroises do
pondes de caractéros kouflques reproduisant un chapitre
complot du Coran, e “Maryam sutra”, Qul ne comporic pas
moing do 973 mots Le minaret est en parfail état do conser
wation, saul deux platesformas vacillanies qul se  sont
alondrées. Clest un produit de la pensée o1 de ["@me,
"exaltation et la commeémoration du 'I'I[}Il1|:lht‘ malitalre ot
palitigue, dominant la sombre masse des roches insensibles

Femourant Cest une oouvre de granda intonsitda psychigue

Quiinues curiusos, et parlais ton belles 1ours funérares
winl disgeminees dang loute la provinge du Mazandaran
[useu'aux contreforts de 'Elbourg, Irégquoment combingas
avoe dos mosguias, Do siyie local rustique, elles sont souvent
wuchantss dams lour simplicitg. Les plus remarguables, cepan:
dant datent, du 15 sidcle, ot se distinguent par ung friso
supdricure d'arcades formées, légbroment en encorballdmien

Ellos offront parlos ung ressemblance frappante avies les tours

romants du 116 sibcle. De simpla brigque, certaines sont méme

it des

En bordure du golle persiqua of sur des Mes welles quo
Karg, I'on trouve une forme de tour asses frappania, rassem
Blant & un pain de sucre Elles sont lormaées d une succession
fuyiinte de simples panneiux COnsEes omplilids lgs uns Sur les
patres en dimensions docroissantes jusau'a former un poine
C'est uno Tantalsio architecturale qui a un certain charmo
Logs histolre est encore inconnue, @1 leur date incertama

Emammrh;h Joafar & Isfahan (1341
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