Ce souverain est Abol Mozaffar Abbas Hossein Musavi
Safavi, au titre de Bahadur Kham j tternel soit son régne, & lui le plua
grand des rois, au seuil duquel tous sont prnatréu.,.i‘puiaseﬂt Bes ancétres
recevoir les recompenses de ses bonnes actions, jusqu'd son arriere-grand-

pere, Shah Tahmasseb. ..

Ecrit de la main 4'Ali Reza Abbasi, en 1'année 1025
du calendrier lunaire."
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Ce texte indique de fagon évidente gue les frais ralatifs a la cons-
truction de cette moequée furent couverts par la bourse personnelle du Rodi,
et qu'¥l dédia son ceuvre 4 la mémeire de son arridre-grand-pére, Shah
Tahmasseb ler.

Au-dessous de cette frise, se trouve une autre inscoription en écriture
tulth blanche sur fend bleu, mentionnant les noms de Mohibbali Beikallah,
le Gardien des Résidences Royales et des Trésors du Shah, et du Maitre -
HMagon Ali Akbar Isfahani, l'architecte chargé de la construction de la mos-

ques .

Si 1'on peut constater, dans les portails d'autres mosqQuées PETSENES,
une délicatesze plus raffinée du travail de mosaIlque, et une richesse plus
diveraifiée dans le choix des nuances, il en est peu gui seient plus somp-
tusux et offrent. uns wue d'ensemble aussi harmonieuse. L'échelle en est gi-
gantesque, n'étant dépassée gue par le vortail du sanctuaire de 1'Imanm Béza
3 Meched, et 1'arc mesure prés de trente métres de hauteur. Une ombre per-
pétuelle enveloppant ¢e portail, situé au Nord, il s'en degage une atmos-
ghére de mystére, malgré les jeux de lumiére refletes sur les falences. De
1'avis unanime des historiens d'art et des archéclogues qui ont étudié 1'en=-
trée de lz Mosguie Royale, celle-ci est, indubitablement, 1'un des joyaux
les plus brillants de l'art et du déploisment d'habilité technique de la pé-
ricde safavide, dent 1'on aurait peine & trouver l'équivalent dans tout le
monde musulman.

L'arc du portail est encadré de chagque cdté par une celonna 2 triple
torsade, d'un merveilleux bleu turqueise, reposant sur un gros vasge, scul-
pté dans un marbre blanc d'Ardistan (& 150 km d'Ispahan). De part et d'au-
tre de 1'entréie, deux grands pannesux de nosalque de falence émaillée fi-
surent des tapis de priére., Se mélent avec une rare exubérance, dans des
tons bleus, turqueise, or et noirs de stupéfiants motifs géometrigues, ro-
gaces, entrelacs et spirales, des semis de fleurs, des plumages de pacnE.

Ce dernier décor se¢ retrouve notomment dang lee sanctuaires d'Ardébil et

do Méched et con sens, bien précis 4 1'épogque, nous échappe aujourd'hui.

La demi-coupole présente un revétement creusé de nombreuses alvéoles, fines
et élépgantes, portant de légéres stalactites, chargées de motifs d'une gran-
de finesse, fleurettes blanches et or sur fond bleu. Le portail est flangué
de deux niches coupant les angles de la surface rectangulaire y accédant,
qui r;yrﬂduiaent. de fagon cependant réduite;, l'ornementation de la dami-
coupole.

En Jface de l'entrée de la mosquée, &¢ trouve une salle de forme daca-
gonale, dans laguelle est placé un bassin de marbre octogonal. Ce bassin,
actuellenent vide, était maintenu rempli 4 1'épogue de Shah Abbas et 1'on
prétend que 1'on pouvait alors déterminer la température régnant dans la
ville d'Ilapshan d'aprés le degré de chaleur ou de frafcheur de 1'ean gu'il

E contenait.

I La hauteur d¢ cette salle est la mBme gue celle dea murs entourant la
"‘_ place, &t commeé cea derniers, ses fagades sont creusées de niches volitées
- rangéess & deux ctapes.
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Upux grandes portes, condulsant aux bazars qui entourent la Place
ﬂuqsh-é Jahan, stouvrent des deux cfitée de la salle antérisure. Deux salles,
contingués &4 1'entrée de la mosgquee et fermées de portes de bole existant
encore nointenant, étaient utilisées, d'aprés le Chevalier Chardin, par les
médecina et vendeurs de drogues de l'epogue.

De mf@me gque lea plates-forzmes des deux gitée de sa facade, les plinthes
de la salle antérieure sont faits de marbre de la plus haute gualité. Les
siépes de plerre notamment, sur les cStes de l'entrée, sont d'un marbre si
poli gu'il pourrait servir de miroir. Un petit Iwan en forme de niche, der-
riére lesuel est placée une fendtre ouvragée de falence turquoise, a abé
construit au-dessus de 1'entrée de la mosquée. La fendtre est flanguee; de
chague ¢dté, d'un paon aux [ormes des plus gracieuses.

Un couleir, formant un ¢oude & guarante-cing degres, permet dtaccéder
4 la cour intérieure. En effet, cette disposition particuliére est diie an
fait que, le portail faisant face & 1'entrée du bazar, il fallait orienter
1a mosquée elle-méme dane la direction de la Mecque, située dans cette par-
tie du monde, mu Sud-Ouest. D'old résulte donc cette daviation & l'intérieur
nmame de la comnstruction, qui me donne aucune impression d'un désiquilibre
gueleongue, mais atteste d'une ingéniosité et d'une technigue architecturale
remarguables.

Lo cour, de dimensions assez restreintes, est du modéle classigue das
mosquées irsniennss, et rappalle particuliérement la mosquée Gauvhar Chid
de Meched, En son centra, se trouve un bassin carré, rémarvé aux ablutiona,
et, sur les quatre cStés, quatre Iwane. Le plus grand des majeatueux por-
taile, celui de la fagade Sud-Ouest, conduit au sanctuaire, au-dessus du=-
quel se dresse la grande coupole turquoise gui sccueille la premiére le
touriste arrivant aux abords de la ville, Le Shabestan lui-mime, ou sanc-
tuaire, est carré, mais sa partie supbrisure est octogonale, et il devient
circulmire en gon point de fusion avec la base du déme. Ce passage d'une
forme & l'autre est réalisé au moyen de volites de dimensions égales, avec
une grice et une finesse telles que le changement est & peine perceptible
4 1'o0aeil nu.

La mosquée est recouverte d'une coupsle double, présentant une hauteur
de 52 métres &4 1l'extérieur, et de 30 métres a 1'intérieur. Dressée sur un
haut tanbour eirculsire, cette coupole est percBe, i sa base, et A inter=-
valles réguliers, de fengtres aux smagnifigues cloisons ouvragées qui don-
nent wune lusisre diffuse au Shahbestan. Le plafond de la coupolse est orné
d'un médaillen spectaculaire, rappelant les motifs des tapis du Hord-Quest
de 1'Iran. L'sxtérisur du déme de la mosquee est reviétu de brigues vernis-—
sées & fond turguoise, du plus bel effet. Sur le tambour, l'onm peut admi-
rer des lignes peométrigues et des lettres blanches entrelacces de motife
noirs et rouges, alors que le bulbe porte de grandes arabesgues blanchesa
st des fleurs stvlisées jaunes et noires. Sur la corniche, court une ins-
cription en caractéres tulth blanes sur fond bleu, datée de 1'an 1037 du
calendrier lunaire, correspondant & 15626 (A,D.). Le travall de mosalgue
de la Mesguée Royale fut donc terminé l'année precedant celle de la mort
de Shah Abbas le Grand.

Dane les interstices des fen@tres ouvragées, la moseigue décorative
forme huit larges lignes spiralées, sur fond turquolse, appelant des béne=
dictions sur leas guatorze Stres de pureté, e'est-i-dire le Prophete iioham-
pad, sa fille Fatiga et les doune Imams.

L'Ivan donnant accés au sanctusire est flanqué de deux minarets, hauts
da 48 métres chacun, ancrés sur une base carrée. Cos minces fiits cylimdri-
ques sont de brigques vernissées de couleur turguoise et portent les noms de
Mehammad et d'Ali, Ils soutiennent un léger balcon en encerbellement, alors
que des boiseries ajourées entourent la plate-forme circulaire. Le tout est
gurfonts d'un petit dome turguolise.
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Chague pouce carre de 1'intérieur de la cour est recouveri de falence
aux tone doux et chauds. Sur son pourtour et sur chague cOté des quatre
Iwans, la fagade des niches vofltées est décorée de carresux de mosalque aux
couleurs varides, sur fond turqueise et les plinthes sont de marbra.

Un grand porche, surmenté du goldatesh, cuvre sur 1'Iwan Ouesat. Les
dicors du mur externe rappellent ceux des rangées de niches et diarcades
bordant la cour, et 1"&lément floral ¥ prédomine, dans des nuances allant
du blanc au bleu et au mauve, ainsi gu'au rose. L'on y retrouve cgalement
une volite & stalactites, ornée de decssins geométrigues.

Derridrs les Iwans orientés vers le Sud-Est et le Nord-Ouest, se trou-
vent deux Shahbestens. Celui gqui est placé derriére 1l'lwan Sud-Est eot le
plus grand, mais ne porte aucune décoration et est recouvert de simple plétre
alors que L'autre présente un toit et des parcis revitus de carresux peints
polychromee. Le mihrab de cette salle, placé a4 gauche et orientéd vers la
Mecque, est l'un des plus beaux d'Ispahan et porte des frises dont 1raeriture
tracée de la mein mEme de Mchammad Reza Emaml, est datée de L'an 1077 du ca=
1endrier lunaire { 1556 A.D.), derniére annde du régne de Shah Abbas 1.

L'une des parties intérieures les plus splendides de la mosquée est
sans conteste la grande salle de pridre, gituée sous le dime, et & laguelle
on accéde par L'Iwan Sud. Les stucs des fenétres ouvragies sont d'or. An
fond de la salle se trouve le plus beau des mihrabs, couvert de mosalque <&
falence bleue, dent la chaire & précher ast sortie d'un seul blec de marbre.

De chaque cdté de la grande salle, sons placées des galeries, recouver-
tes de huit petites coupoles portant les mEpes orpements que dans la 2alle
principale, des étolles d'or et de grands motifs stylisés sur un fond de
flaurs d'or. Les coupoles a'appuient sur A'élégants pendentifs et sur des
arcs brisés aux luxuriants décors. Les murs latéraux des paleries sont per-
cés de fenftres 4 elaires-voles cuvragées, et les arcades gont supportées
par de fina piliers offrant une perspective uaigue.

Une richesse é&quivalente, sinon superieure, &e retrouve dans la galerie
du Nord-Ouest, dite "galerie d'hiver”, gui se situe prés du porche dfentrée,
&t dont les céramiques, datant de la Iin du 17 eme sidele, marquent 1l'apogée
ornemental safavide.

Une caractéristigue étonnante de cette partie de la mosguée sonsiste
an une diffusion uniforme du son, en tous points de chaque shahbeatan, i
partir de la chaire & pracher.

La Mosgquée Hoyale comportait apalement deux "madresséks", ou écoles de
théologie. Leo itudiants logeaient dans des chambres, disposfées autour d'une
sour centrals. La premieére de ces icoles a'appelle 1'Ecole Nasserd, afin de
copnémorer les réparations entreprices dans la mogquée sous le régne de Nas-
ger-¢d=Din Shah, alors que la seconde est nommée 1°Eccla Soleimanieh, ayant
été pchevée sous Sheh Soleyman Safavi.

Les arcades, les murs et lea niches qui précédent les cellules de 1'Ecclk
Sslaimanieh sont ornés de belles tuilea vernlssées aux décors bleu vif et or,
de mime gue le portail. Il existe des passages reliant ces ¢coles aux rues
voigines. Du cGté Hord de 11Ecole Soleimanieh, se trouve un codran solaire
sur lequel on peut lire l'heure de la journéde en toutes apisans.

O'anrés certaines esbtimaticns, 1'édification de la Mosquee Royale aurait
récessitéd 1'emploi de dlx-hult millicns de brigues et d4'un demai-millien de
carreaux de fasence. Ces chiffres, pour colossaux qu'ils soient, approchent
sans doute de la réalité.
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André Godard, Directeur des Services Archéclogiques de 1'Iran, décrit
mingi cet immense et majestusux édifice :

" Elle passait alors pour la merveille du temps et 1"est,
en effet, par la beauté de son plan, le caractere grandiose de ses propor-
tions et l'aspect momptueux de son total revétement d'émail. Elle est, si
bells avec ses crevasges et see kishis qul tombent comme gréle au moindre
souffle de vent, le monument le plus caractéristigue du régne de Shah Abkbas,

1l'aboutissement mEme de l'art safavide, son somnmet et le commencemsnt de
son déclin.®
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COMMENT

Iran is assuming a new role as a leader smong nations. This role .

brings with it the responsibility for maintaining communication inall
fields not only internally but also with as large a portion of the

world's population as is possible. Through its thousands of years of
history, Iran as assimllated the influences of many culturesand left

its mark on these cultures in turn. Ue must carry onour anclent tra-
dition of contributing to and learning from other peoples by holding &
continuing dialogue of problems, solutions and ldess with the world.

Citizens of many countries today understand and speak English;
much of the world's rapid progress is taking place in their nations.
1t iz important for Iran to be constantly in touch with this segment of
mankind, offering its ideas for the future as well as information a-
bout its past and present. An awaremess of this responsibility and the
opportunities it presents has led us to create an English=language
section for this journal whichcan pull Iran even further into the main-
stream of inmternationsl thought in the fieldof art and architectura.

The editors intend that this new section shall be stimulating and
thought-provoking, prompting discussion among both srchitects and those
in related professions and among people in business and government,
those who Finance and provide the legel framework for the development
of our man-made environment, As a supplement to the Fersian and French
sectinns, we plan to publish material in English relevant to architec-
tural snd environmental concerns in Iran and in the world at large. In
this respect we invite the jdeas and views of our colleaguesand readers.
By this method we envision an exchenge with ether journals of the pro-
feasion in English-speaking countries.

We hope to represent, through articles and topics of discussion,
not only the Iran which has been, the grest and ancient eivilization,
hut also the Iran which 1s today, growing rapidly from a developing
country to a leader in the Middle East concerned for the welfare of
the world as well as of her ouwn people. And we shall try to show the
trends, find indications of the future Iran so that, through analysis
and discussion, trends may become guidelines, indications may become
signposte on the road of progress.

Slesrs

LR



Our cities have the same problems that confront other clties of
the world; our nation, too, is concerned with over-population and envi-
ronmental ills; we, like others, are Bver guesting after beauty. In
these pages we will explore such subjects as both Iranlans and world
citizens for, in the last analysis, arewe not all mystified creatures
seeking answers?

The authors,
E. Nader Khalili, A.I.A.
Moira Moser-Khalili, A.I.A.

THE AUTHORS

Our new authors, E.Nader Khalill and Moira Moser-Khelili,
have been an architectursl tesm for many years. Mr. Khalili
was born in Tenran and studied firstat Tehran Univeristy, then
in Turkey and Ffinally in the United States, where he lived
for ten years. Mr. Khalili is a licensed architect in the
state of California and a member of the American Institute of
Architects, member of the Southern California Chapter R.I1.A.
and member of the Los Angeles World Affairas Council. He is
also founder and chairmen of the Los Angeles-Tehran Sister
City AfFfildation.

Moira Moser-%Khalili isa nativeof California and studied
architecture in California, Germany and Turkey. She; too, 1s
a lieensed arehitect in the state of Celifornia and a member of
the fNmerican Institute af Architects and of the Souwuthern Cali-
fornia Chapter A.I.A, In addition, she isa member of the Boa-
rdof Directors of the Los Angeles=Tehran SisterCity Affilia-
tion,

During the past nine years, thelr works have been publish-
ed and they have besen guest speakers in both the United States

-
= and Iran, They have done extensive trawveling, studies andre-

search in their field. In sddition to their editorship for
- this journal, E. Mader Khalili is a partner in the firm of
- Seihoun-khalili, ArchitectsA.l.R., and Moira Hoser-Khalill

is an architectural expert with the Iran Housing Organlization.
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e villages fd the contaars of the land

SPACE, TIME AND VILLAGES

Thousands of ysars of Iranisn wvillage development may not have led
to the discovery of new bullding systess and materlals, but they have
lad toa refinement, almost to the point of ritugl, of patterns of vil=-
lage growth which ve mightdo well to study im these days of so-celled

gophisticated city planming, g can not, of course, go-back T©d living

in mud hute, but it i5 a challenge to see if ue can somehow include in
pur inmcreasingly mechandistic and gargantuan cities the fualibative
aspecta of village life at human scale.

Consider, Ffirst, this human scole: villages ere bullk by hand, so
eompenentas of construction must be of a size wnich ome or two =men can
handle. This limitation almost sutoeatically brings with it & human
scale. Units of masonty of stone are small,; rooma are limited fo the
gpanof simple vaults or dones orof poplar=pole Doass, 5 bullding goes
up mo further than the workmen can go with basic sceffoldinge
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They literally, afber hundeeds of

years, .., melt info the landscape..

S

ik
fublie spaces have o human scale, too. flieys accommodate  only ;l
peaple, pooasional donkeya and shoep, not au tomohile=. They are strlet-
ly utilitarian, providing accass fron house to houne, Fleld or to water
gourca with as much comfort as the shadows of high walls ACross narrou
alleys can afford in the Face of tha not, desert sun. hothing need be
grand in scale, neitheor stroots nor plazas, and ryen the vaul fdd Soace
of the mognue L= net for geandness soouch as For ventilstion ond cool-
ness im gumaer, Parode streets aren't necessary — there are no digni-
taries hereand even the village "headnan” 1s simply one ol the people.
There is @ great deal of equaelity ln villages, as inkerrarrisge
and @ lack of wealth will orten bring an entire popualation to the sane
iewzl, and the buildings reflect this equnlity. They all lonk baslcally
the samg, are all of the indigenous Basic bulldlng material., fo one
thinks to be hetter than hizs neighbor by puttingup o marble Facade of
a taller house. Each Family has 2 home that is Fomily-sized and the

aporegate reswlis in a willage that iz humphR-sizod and Tuean-scaled,

whore ground-wall-steps-

piof mre molded inte one continweus Form

Thix plasticity,

L feom oo distanes they are i stinguishahle

fram the, . stone of which ey are hudlt,




But thls "humen® aspect is closely related to nature, too. The
people work the land, the building moteriala ere taken direckly trom
the land and the villages Fit the contours of tht land on wevich thay
are ponstructed, They literally, after hundreds of years of ralm and
grosion, melt inks the landsceqe, leswving anly srchenlogical mownds
af ®yd and rubble For Future gereraticna to ewplore. Duilt flrectly
upon the earth without extensive yrading or loundations, sometimes
built into the earth itself, and limited by ecratructinm technifues
tm two stories ot moat, the structures becone wvillages that cling to
the slopes end clefts af the land so that from a distance Lthey are

indistinguisnable From the surrownding eacth nr atone of which they

are built.

L sAEnple Eeatter to elimb g few ol =teps it

info o owall and woall senrs the roals,..,

The transition, toa, from the natural countryside to the village is
indigtinct. In communitios lying along the strip gf spaTsely forosted,
grable land between pountaing and desart, one often enters acrosE
fields to mud=walled lanes which are :‘_rq:;ja_],l grother formaf the same
iand., It is than a simple matter to climb 2 fes mad &dteps cut into
a wall and walk across the roofs and 0psS of walls, as if one uete
glimbing small hills, to another alley. Then, perhaps pessing under
sane bowse ghich bhas claolmad fgir ricghts™ over the podestrian way,
one is syddenly in the fields again. 1t 1s g smooth Flow of mowenant
pver and under different lewels which tieg tho entire complex of strucs

tures to the land.
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inis plasticlkty, where geownd-wall=stepa-roof are molded inte one
cantinuous FPorm, igan wnscphlisticated but highly reFimed precedent For
exporimental deslgns such as Klesler's "endless house® or the recent
"envirgnmente” constructed of curving planes of Febrle and malded snd
blown plastics, ind yet Lt is g nlesticity wlth purpoee, Roofs are
far drying yrains and vegetables as well as for shortouts theowgh the
village. lhere poplar poles make beawed, flat roofs posaible ingtead
of the brick domes, roofs are for alesping in the symmer. And 1t ig
eagy encugh to set & Few steps into & wall bo reach the roof. [eoE many
ara needed,; For here the stops are I;t‘adit.in-unll-,- scaled for glants,
feant for clambering rather than clinbing,

Roofs are for AFying graihs and vegelahles e

-possing wnder some house which has has chaimed * air rights *
over the pedestrinnway, ..

tven if the roofs were not so wsed, the steps to them would still
ue needed Far cepalr wark, Ralns and winter snows, where they ocour,
slouly waash suay the *khagel", a sart of plaster of sud and straw uhich
COvETE the roof and walla, and it sust be replaced perindically. This
18 & Tecurring task, ap steps ere permansntly bulilt im, evem around

the domes of mosguea snd baraars.
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SEEpE are pormanently  boilt in oven around the demes of mosgies.

inpther distinct charscteristic of willege 1life and design is tha
indgor-outdoor way of 1ife where nst only the rool le wsed as work
gpace and bedyoom, but the courtyerd of each Rowse gnd the porch, LF
there is one, are wued es rooms, This patter af couTtyard 1life is oo
nuch g part af Iranian 1ife that it iscarried over intofhe cities where
the low and low=nlddlie income clessas continoe Go live with aore sart
nf courtyard and even the nmiddie and upper ilncome apartments, wuntil
the advent of recent high-rise, Flat-sided blocks, clyng to the court-
yard concept.

Aarganic megastrnetures, grown.ain threedineesdons,




Izan's glimats has largely been reaponsible For this use of the

courtyard =8 = roan. In the south af the eocuntry, one ectuslly maved

from room to rossafa large housa wlth the sepsons so thet living took
placeon the most comfortable siceof the courtyard. In & ssaller resi=
dence, sufmer living daily moves sfound the courtyard with the shade
of crersey a% in most sgrarian ewltures,

cast by high walls. nni,
Here, too, 1t lz the

tha garden or courtysrd is alnso the barnyard,
place For washing clothes and dishes snd for the religlous ablutions.




If the courtyard is s Toow for the famlly's gacial lifg, the alley

and thg yillane square are the spaces far pubtie soeial life. Here one
u=erd to po for water, before most individual nouses were suppliad with
water lines. Here one goes for supplles from the genersl store and for
panversation with the village elders. All Testivities,such asweddings,
pgss through the alleys end the village square. Une knows without a
dpubt that iFf anythlr special is happenirg, Be needn't ask wnere but
should simply go to the willace squere. fimd the soguore, really, is

aimply & larges, pammenity=cized courtyard surrounded Dy Dlgh jalls,
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enmipntiEnts 0f sonslruction most be of osizs which ans or two mes ean kande.

Thera Lo very 1ittle differentiztion between the aspects of publie
and private places. Flour mills and public baths ere half dug into
the parth 1ltoelf. 0ne famlly's courtyard may be pactially on scmecne
eloe's roof s a4 village steps down & hill, It may be Jjuct aseasy to
walk across the roofs from one courtyard to another to visit a nelghbor
ag it is ta Follow the twisting pedestrian lanes.

The willages of Iran, after thousandsof yearsof tradition and re=
Finement, have svolved into orpenic megasatrustures, Qroun by necessiby
and accrotion in three dimensions, Thedr plastic Forss, often almost
indistinguishable from the earth iteelf, offer = warieby of Spapges and
routes af mowemenit at on pboplutely bwman spple and this fends to hold
thr villagers tagether im a "human community®,

I our day of gophisticented building techniques and msterizls and
rlenning, perbaps we can learn somathing from these simple, roughly
bullt willages sbout thg relatisnships between enviponment and tha
quality of 1ife, tather than looking at these villages ms poor, un=
sanltary communities which should be demolished, we abould try to legarn
from them. If we weTe to apply sophisticated means of amalysls (thore
is npthing wromg wlth eaphistication, per se} te the wvarious phyaical
and seclial consporents of wvillage 1ife, the reletionships af people to
people and people to homes and pesple to land, we cowld getan idea of
what wakes a3 wvillage, poor though it may be, work succeasfully as @
comnunity. e should be careful to preserve some of eup villages not
=8 historlcel relics but A% exemples of g way of 1ife, reminders that
eur madern technology has nol given us all the answers, But perhops
we cen was that modern tochnology, through coaputerized mathemstical
modale, Lo study, onalyze and truly legrn Fram the vl1lages.

—_—
A% mach comfort as the shadows of highwalls aeross mrrow alleys cun afford, .,
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AN ENVIRONMENTAL FABLE

Cnoce upona tlme a yound frog Found himself ima laboratory In
Log Angeles, one aof the nolslest, seogiest, most nerve-uwrackine
chitles in the world. Suddenly he was dropped into a nice Bewl of
water, of juast the temperature thet he liked best. Hut 1ittle did
he know that there was & tiny flame under the bowl that wvery, very
slowly was maklng the water warmer., It bpoame warmer 80 slowly
that he wesn't aware that his body had time to become ACCUSTOMED
to the environmental change, Az Far as he could tell, the water
we3a 5till at the temperature he liked best,

After several days,; the water rezched the point whers it was
gctually hot, and then it began to boil. fnd the lab techrnicians
found thet the Frog was still heppy, =wimming about in the boiling
water. Then suddenly, with a frog smile on its Face, it died. Tt
wes Doiled to death without even knowing what had happened , without
any discomfort and w@ithout any warning because 1t hod Secose  ao

accustomed to its destructive environment,

I livedin the Los Angelee of those laboratory technicians For
ten years while the smog was getting smaggler, the froise was get-
ting molsler, the populationmore crouded, the pollution even WOT SR,
the tensien and Frustration of city 1ife daily more unbearable, And
I, too, beceme ACCUSTOMED. I couldn't tell, any more than the frog
could tell of his water, that the enwvironmentof this huge, cosmos=
politain city was slouly eating away my life,

Then I rese the story of the laboratory frog and, newly aware.
af the environment towhien I had become =o easily BRCCUSTOMED, was
glad to think of returning to Tehran after 13 years, I remembered
the szure skies and the year-round backdrop of Demavand; I remem-
bered the guleter, slower pece of 14iFe T had krown, I remgsbered
the many opan fields in the city where I had played as & boy, And
then I ceme back to Tehran,

W Srlass g



I found 1% crowded, Frustratedwith crawling, honking trafFfic.
I found smoggy skies and rarely saw Demavand: I Found the open
Fields bullt wpon and the city spravled with growth and hands
stretched out to grab the still open land on the edges. Then ]
sald, "You've won youT rate %0 catch up with the west, Tehran.
Uglcome to your new title of 'cosmopolitein' clty., You've almost
caught up to Los Angeles,.”

Buk sccepting the problems of progress as beling insoluable,
allowing ourselves to gquietly become ACCUSTOMED to a debilita ting
environment Ls mot the way for ue architecta. Everything we aas
is in perspactive and has & vanishing point and, if we feel it fs=-
n't right, we mugt make enpugh noise to change things, He myst
kigk a little.

kicking a little may very well save us from being deatroyed
by DUr Bwn tnulrunmunt, a8 wi WAy Leafn From two more Frogs. These
twd Trogs were also ln & laboratory — let uws say it wae in Teh-
rTan — and were dropped inmte o tall nlass half full of milk. Thae
laboratory techniclans wanted to see what the froge would do iLn
their strange emvironment. Sure emough, both frogs kicked and strug=
gled and clawed at the sldes of the glzes in an effort to get out,
Hut the sides of the glass were too tall and tha situation spp=ared
hopaleas., Thls was too much For one of the Froge and he simply
gave up the struggls and let himaeglf be drowned in the milk, Buk
the other Frog, who also was not ACCUSTOMED to living in milk,
thought that parhaps, by his own efforts, Pe could chanfge his ef=
viraonmant and eacapa death, So he struggled harder, he kicked
more, he swam im rapld elreles and soom the milk turned to creen,
This was s littlamore stable, but stlll not eirong enough to sup-
port him, so he atruggled and kicked some more and, before long,
he had churned the cream lnto buetter, He climbed up on top of the
butter ne had made and jumped out of the glass to salfety.

I, for ong, llke to kick = little, like the frog, and change
a8 slowly destructive environment to ome that will support my 1ife
ag 1t should.

T
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SYMPOSIUM ON HOUSING AND CITY PLANNING

Dac. 25 through 28, 1971
Tehran

Some critics of the December Symposium on Housing and City
Flanning felt that the affair was to general in nature, that too
many topicswere covered, that it should have been designed to yield
results rather than present viewpoints. However, we must remember
what a symposium 1s, Webster defines it as "a conference at which
8 particular subject is discussed and opinions gethered." There
was certalnly no leck of opinion to be gathered from the 18 men
who spoke over the four-day period.

There were those who called for greater efforts to preserve
the pattern of our ancient cities and deplored the imposition of
European-style street hierarchies on existing mazes of "kuches®.
There were those who had a specific plan for tackling the housing
problem with the use of statistics, study organizations and modern
technigues. There were those who polnted out that the private sec-—
tor cannot be expected to invest in low= or medium-cost housing
unless there ls some reasonsble hope of gaining a profit. There
were many who discussed the importance of designing for the Iranian
life-style rather than simply copying European or "western" hous-
ing styles,

The "lranian life-style® was mentioned =so often, in fact, that
it became almost a cliche of the seminer, The interesting thing
was that whileno one argued the fact that thisis an important de-
sign consideration in housing, no one was able to define exactly

[=p

= what it ia, And, among the many suggestions for action which were
.!.' put forth, no one suggested that studies should be made to actually
= define this elusive life-style, One wonders, of course, if there

oy
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might not in reallity be several 1ife styles here dependant on such
factors as climate, income, education and degree of exposure to
western ways of living.

The overall tone of the symposium leaned toward the theoreti-
cal, but this may be explained by the fact that the academic world
wes heavily representedwlth professional architects being the next
largest group and government organizetions represented by three
speakers, One individual represented the Fipaneial sector, one the
military establisbment and one the bullder's world, But these three
men, all practieal in outlonk, were at a disadvantage among the
more theoretical, though no less sincere, architects and professors,

Unfortunately, it is not possible to summarlize sll the talks
within the peges of this issue. (They have been published by the
Ministry of Development and Housing,.) There was much said that was
interesting, impeortant and thought provaking amd,saa follow-up to
the 1970 International Conference of Architects In Iafahanm, the
symposium was a significant, if necessarily general, investigation
of the housing and city planning situation in lran. Credit must
be given to the Ministry of Houslng and Development for sponsoring
the symposium and to the 1970 Congress' Permanent GSecretariat which
was largely responsible for organizing the four sessions,

The results presented on the last day strove to cover as many
of the points that had been madeas possible, and with the variety
af opinions that had been expressed, this was a difficult tesk.
In general it was agreed that more study isneeded in the areas of
both housing and city planning (indeed, the requirement for such
study is a never=-ending one) and that specific groups should be set
up to perform such studies where necessary, that the government's
role in encouraging and asslsting the private sector to invest 1n
medium- and low-cost housing should be more deeply explored and
amplified, and that Further symposia on housing and city planning,
which might be'more specific in nature and directed toward problem
solving, should be held on a continuing basis.

Certainly, these sre all admirable points andwe look forward
with interest to a potential series of conferencea, seminars &nd
symposia which will ensbleus to both air our views and opinions
and make reslistic attempts at soclving the city planning and hous-
ing problems created by our rapid industrialization.

L

Slemre

hahe



=

- :;r-i

REVIEW OF THIS ISSUE

RACHITECTURE OF THE ACHAEMENIDS ANd GREEKS
by Prof. G. Angeloes Desa amd Or. A. kassl, Arch.

Bullders of the Achaemenid Enpire were the first to push up towaro
the sky, resching for both physical and spiritusl haighte, We Find both
tell coluwns andhigh, Tock-=cut tombs of the period. There has been too
little stugy of the affects of Iranian architecture on the Grecks: most
studies have presentedthe oppoeite paint of view. The authors give sx-
amples of several instances of Tranisn architecture influencing the Greek
suchas the Greak Ionle cepital, Influenced by the designa of Hurdistan and
eastern Iran, the arrengament of collonades and the lavoct and details of
structures. There are exanplesof Greek teecplas with layouts and details
taken From fchasmenid srchitecture. dorld researchers agres that tha
clessical Grock period inarchitecturs was strongly influsnced by Izan
if they will but look =t the suldence,

PERSEPLOLIS
by Dr, Isa Bahrge

Many- artloans from many Llanda worked on this world Famous moRumant,
IF we see details sl Fersepolis reaminlscent of styles of other nations, it
iz begause Egyptians, Greeks, Hedes, Ubabylonians and Assyrians all ap-
plied thelr telemts to bullding Fersepplis under Darius the Lireat &nd
his unkaoun architect. Mever before ar since has the world SCEN 3 com-
plex of bulldings of such style and sealo,

*lareisna wete not anong the artisans becouse they weTe warrliors and
gtatesmen and craftsmanship was below their rank, " 0r, Sehnam pressats
historieal witnasses for his theory, Ferheps it wag Blexander's Jealousy
of Dariuve® great accomplishnent that drove Rim to aspt Fliro to the palaoees.
Tne architecture of Fersepolis cannot be eowpzred Lo any cther period of

Iranian architecture. Iafshan's poetic structyres, the decorativause ol
domes and arches ovbinuitous te Iron caffnt touch the maseyl ine, wuward-
thrusting, grand scale of Derius the Great's Persepolis,

STYLES OF IRANIAY RRCHITECTURE
by Mr. Marim Fernia

gl

Itis tine we made definite divisions of the Iranign astyles of archi-
tecturs in thelr different perloos, Fre-Islamic Iran saw two definite
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2,500 YEARS OF IRANIAN ARCHITECTURE

arcnitectural styles, the I-';arE.i style and the Fartl siyle. The Farsi
wtyle was charactarlzed by the use of cut and polished otones, founda=
tisn strectures, platForms as bullding bases, tall columna vl thmexinum
spans betueen, specific copltels related to function, staircoses ond
dooTways with decorative designe, swmooth flooring, ascessory bulldings
connacted to the main atructure, cho.

The Partl style was characterizedby wvoults and special arches de-
welosed fron oblder precendentsor developesd For the Firgt time (andused
continually theoughout the Islamic pericd)s Thio style fluorishad in
the Gagsanlen period,

During the Islamlc pericd archltecture developed a more humzn scals
with Hhorressn being the ploneer of this =style. The Khorrassn style
svelved into the Rezl style with its conicel and onion domes. Curing the
period of Fongolian rule the Azerl style was predorinant, grodually empha=
glzing decorative work at the exponae of the Formand structural beavty of
plder styles. Lastly came the Isfahan atyle, the most brilliont af the
poetic etyles =— a decaratlve and boautiful Facade arohitecture which
haa pontinued into our oun certualy.

prRSIAM DOMT PRAOPORTICNS AND. WIKD TOWERS
by He, Karin Pirnls

Tle propartion of Fersian dores, their skructure, methad of can=
gtruction and evolubion can ba trpoed back to tha Pre=ialemic perliod,
4 an Iranian arehltecturel elemant, Lhe dowa oz taken mohy TOTrme ag 3
result of the many usea and spaces which it has been called uron to
COVET.

n ggpoond distinciive srchitectural grement in Iran L the wing tow-
pr. Theso functional shafts, wsed For sany centuries For wertilation,
gre tho basis of many of todey's modern copling and air-conditioning
systems. The towe¥s are priented accarding to eind type =nd directlon,
agmetimen faging intoor musy from the windas the case requires. 1rof's
warious clieates have led to the evolution of @ wvariety of ToTrms and
plans for these towers. The best pxamples are Townd at the edge of the
desert and along the Persisn Gulf,. Tha towers alsn acted an exhousts
when the wind wouwld blow in the opposite direct ion,

nnother varistionaf the system was the use of straw mats or thorn
pughes sprinkled withuater and cover ing the plf passAQESE, Tudh ilike the
mechanical conling systers of today. MT. Pirnia has included many phoko=
opraphs of wind towers throughout the coufkry.

l.é.'tlé;:r-l.jj R



e, | 1.3 _|_i| 1-._-"'r.|. ._'.‘-ll-; Lot I
- P il L
..-'\Ti-},l'rl oy g ’ s
F | l:.‘_ .:! [ p
"l‘l '.._l.r:lll."'.'\...-" - .:L.J.I &

AVAN Y




;ﬂ,ﬁﬁ@@m.
SECEEG
JEGWEET
QL EE
83w

ek

.'I:ll :.'d.:. Ja-_:l i
CIEICIEIE
/i j"\i_i' .

0 -"'-,‘3_1:"

.
o

1Y

c
&
g
e

SR
57

(9

57 | B s . '

i

o
g




SN, g, RN | TR, S 'J_*'L._'l.;.."r
Ly s o — s 'J_'nlu,ﬂj
-q_-n-_.a_:i-"'.__rn"'l_:'-"ll-"ﬁrjﬂ-‘—i
ol o2y e Jalg — 0
hlfjwjuw,mdiuﬂﬁ
il al .r-f'rhﬂlrﬁ'.:"'-ﬁﬁu*ﬂ"
..J_|-.'l
s S wiay e b o ekl —
-ML**EJ'&:‘“.—-E"-!'-.-“
'I_r.-"_;:-; i g iy Skl —
Laiadh A g o pem ey 31 walizd

b J_|1|.'l

D R e b s ol @
¢ ._,I.-L.-I_,]:--'I.J Jl‘:.’..-ll_};_'l-

-—-J"«! .:E,Fw.s-ﬂ'-:_i.r_*-ﬁ: ._.*':5-—--
e led 7 g il = o b lp o iy
o =y g ..l'-":-e
D ke 9 A

il (bl Ll e pld gle
wxelel & lal b b GF Sy 10
B 1“.5-:.‘ |_'.|n:-‘-=': JL- o ks

= - J'_ - - e
dgasd Dy o by B alai, s i mgs dlakiie b e 8

doil gee 22 SleMbl ¥ (51 g
F.opl. N Jiled gsid g o8 2 S
aded U ool A A il ol Dbl
Al o¥0 UL Gl Olesl £ YO
:Pﬁi;ﬁﬂ.L{hjh-l',l-L-_qﬂ“.ﬂj}
ATYYSY-ATDA.

S olmler 2 gy @
sl e g feaalis gl L sl
u“"‘-"""""—-'."l i sy Sl
._-;- slell uwh-..:-'-f k-l -..!"lr--J
sla ly golas b oasfes 26 ,_r'-.-::'-—'-—
Sl o Gl solind g - s A
o odimd gl B i g
varatle 1 gl o mlee Olole
et gk Sligiod g alalil pl e b
1 sleols 5 el e o Sl
e e s T

. tla Jl‘t“t‘:’ g L.l.‘.l o

N8 gl ,J1._.S‘J.--;L--..;..:._,s-
o et (,';]"'--"'-’_.r" 23l g J g
el e |, dudes et § sl ._.p.‘__l
ol il b gl Lpeiagh o et
R RO O | JJ_-gu.-El {'__r-ﬂ'l-'ll,‘;"_.l}‘ ..'.'Fs.".!
F kD it P chenze @

war 3 S bl dad
aatey st wibe Sl 8 dlae
Floa g 3 ,-..u-l-:..'_gﬂ.-dhl St r
AT Sl kel sl o] il

" -\J-_|'|.....u.lll _,Iih'l"""_‘! ,._.E:}LIIS-.
uxuwks*dﬂi ;L.w-.a.,u:Luﬂ—':-

Ry
.,-'-"n.,r‘ el gkl ,;_j..:.-l-l....p _.'F

I.h-'-',.r" ool Bt «...'r:'--‘] l\.,..:'..'}-'t.
J..\,J] ;LEM-JFLJE‘ -—+--=I-H-'

L.JJJL 1',4 i b sz I_L..-._-;LI
Mhht.-l:-hl:—_gH.:lF,.- ,.II-—'
] -J_:-_+1-~ ayls A
P G et s gtic @

o ibs  olle o pleslie g N
e

o 4% b g b S ol — ¥
) .u'._;;_.:.i'._. Lim g3 o & )

] |.|b\.|n.:..--|- I':'I_!;I '.!u_".-'il ki .;i-',l.;a-_.. Lo




Sl f“ﬂu'_/ﬂ;ﬁn d‘ ek

| Shedst £l 51 @ (ot ) o] Slhiad Sla s @
l..m.......utual.{.-.u_ﬂ Sl e B ke ) I e ga
e [Auﬁ]udlxuaﬁj-awlqﬂu;a
Woise 4 40N Al il g - gR, i 9 g

AA9TS5 -5V TY -10D1I0- 18I F 1M .,L_..men A Lu(

silie 33 Slaast S5l @ o 91 et
IJFanI:h'h'd.-Jl_,.C-J}JaI‘_F
sl Lot clolis (B! j 4 gl a2 Sladie £l

S G- YN G

ARCRWICY




' ﬁTub Yle"-‘“‘j‘as"B*’ﬁ

ach o agctas ait slag s shasl B3 FhaYW cale o g s oas alis won WEY Clazliaf ool ;I:.;'Tﬂ'h |

cags onplail bbbl i labl g Tpal i als 0o ) S s islaza g

5 yaa g 31 azim o x 5la3s s ;L:J.q.l-,_l'lg LR ST s B = e L BT .;-ljJ:Eg_,.A_h 1-hT.,,.-,:IjI; L3yl
: ..'-Lij'-u.n _:-'l__-“,= ‘T'-..-'"'.' it Al PR P L.L. {.I"L-'..,..-.Llj |
YEV e paebl O gl conar plaf 3l 2GRS o 15 copmserrp e boa bl lnS ol el e Lt 3
LassTam ol 2a saldid n ool 5 ea 50l 56 RTON T T
i bea s ald Lo Ly 2y 1 w8 sl b5l sl gl o F Ol igialy s

Flari 5'-\.- i_;.* Li_L{@-=1'F'|-" ,_!:Jl-.__.-l: ;.-__:l'..u- an e lies -.-I.‘,...'l o _Jl_g‘_,: .J_r,.l-_’.-_.ll.-

i

L is Tk & o o - i T ' ol
I_ﬂw.il...-_ L. cal e N ma=s T bl s .,..I__lli_ L ldl_;,‘_fl_, ns ) _-. ‘l'1_.lﬁ" JI YFY ';1_1_’..&_. LEF .S:_,PIL_IL

= ' h, e A (=,

a5 aaml u AFF+ A 0 Hale Mg 23 s ihadls py snes Gl di@s 18 3 2 s laily

“PanAm.ZZ

Sl 320 w20 Ol Fleala® o83 00 o m - o5 paTol

.l",:.-_

_— T
T e s e s .




u:g"'-..-vrwb/.fuﬁi

R ¥

g

’ o P
L.-d-;ﬂ""?""l" ‘HlT-"_'l'ﬂl'_'l-'!LF’.-..-:;Lr)J.-'h

i I I
q Pl adke GNP ok el GNEYadbe O [ DRRTT . o e a
F I:[;rr. I‘]I flr-:"m r-H:-f mrﬂq ! E‘sﬂwﬂ d&,,_-,r‘ﬁ-ﬁ,,.;f&ij,.;' et LI

EEq"" iai -t :_L{.._‘_.-:Lfdr‘lfh?fr;ldf}flnﬁ

u:,i'-f-"bfl.-'.rﬁ.:;uh B e 1 ‘-".;"fr"'".'
-?-.LFTH’:I';J 3 &:"J -E__.n*'"',r-l;":i h-:l':'-_:.i *-,r.rj "irrf

ubain.&.u:.:t#hui;j’ﬁ'ﬁ“ﬂ

AYFEY « - AYFAFD - AYOLYD - ATYAYY (Slgals B pf Oleas-tw nh;ababk?



__.j.*.;.i _____h_..-ll ) lj-u;'ll.';'l -—'.'.I'.‘-'
A e a8y gy w2l O les
e At e Sl g Sy 0 G

s ML el el B g
..\_éll_.r:q.q__!‘l__- ;_Iu...l_r_q- v..._'ik:_.':.,j:‘ ."n.-.l‘._."."ﬁ'!'
1o el ey Soa bl
P U RS ™ R - R | . o
. ke Lok

Al Sl paeiigs ol
L FET- TP M g I | -

[ R T TR SFCTY,
= B aacia 2 M ) S =

Nea® il oo 5§ '11:-|.|ulq ahgm
- i gl

5 A ol 1T G50
AT*TAY - ATYaAY ;_-..ﬁ.-ﬁ'

53 e o 0 oy

LU RYALES T

Cirind

N =8 3-8 o D) > E g b gy
YORA0] (yak




[ J ] | ] F
Ly pysil, |
Y .. L
Rl S 1 g M:OPDU?W:”’JE
LEL&J_.}-JthlG%h}n;;i&héﬁéy}Tw.@i?

ABUestiLot ¢ (k) 1.0 31,00 Ly |

s
-

',‘_'-
-

v ,ffﬁ;@y.gﬁjtu H;&:JN&!GHJPLT

) 0 3y e 3 0 475 ¢yt L

ﬂ}a‘;’&ﬂu}gﬂ u_-*;)—":/jl—-";-'b/

R OIS RIS,




Sl s 58 30 131008
h—"——-rl.i..sl.yuT = 8 s 3 -

-u.r‘.:h u;g-nﬁlﬁ 5 el
SN AR . =a3-ay Lol .2

e




k A bl b

-

7

L

S

".r.:'r'nr{,gfj';

BT

hLis
TAT

e

-4 - -l-l{.
RONLY WL e S 17
bt o e g

TAT1d f'u Y L:L;ﬁ:_.ﬁg,-;@'EL:.-’:: ;ﬁi-"y
vAAd A ;_,I‘" J.'.-Lmlgrl-,.-:'{’,r.'-b:f

-
O

PSPl

\




Voo 2l oS

WOUPTRRT SHEI IR Y- ST 8 3 1S g
Lf;f:';b'u df/'?df,sﬂt-: L»/L‘:UE- H’JL:-’L.»‘_,J,-&'

o -
e
el

n..;l.ﬂ':-.e_;-:_:_:'l ;.:.:'15-:_1_4"‘_:_:5!.5_5-3 Sl v..uﬂ:.'iu I3les L&..Lll._:
35 S i (S a5 30510 el 315l gac

Eos s asisasa A P W P EN by o d-f-:-::‘_:-: B2 T ibhiin 851 L5 Lahis 39 g2l g

e L E P PRI PR PRI NIPL PR TPV AT i S R PR N

'mmJL;IS‘JJJILinJJjbfLA;{J:MJW%-

2 " 5E & g
VIVOTY-FABYIA VW ok - A e Lo bl u}fﬂfﬂwﬁ(fif&//"



L A " * B "f' it ":f,
g S s s i d
SRR UCE PR PETRE Y i e &

AV =VAA ATY =P AT - FY
AY =AY AY N A

f A AP eglS £ e g isle il
FRART » = FFYAAY

ARS METAL CO.

SALES OFFICE: 333. NORTH VILLA. TEL: B20187 - RISIER
BN06T - BYI0GE - BI106Y
FACTORY: KARAJ ROAD, KM. 14, TEL: 684911 - 668400




JJJLijﬂGJLHﬁTEEJMUJJJhJ}UﬂJJ
.;_,IJ%JT.MJ-T_g&j;:JﬂanJj;JM

3 olgdel o gitl slals & Sl e g Ol o d> 9
8 e Sl g Al I Olg> Cwgs A 23 0 & (G0 3b
Ay el G295 00 < 5o Jou_gS ool Sl 3

gt bt 0 U o Slene 22

Gre Sl tlS Ol sl SIS ¢ geblS Junenle >
e 3 Olgie! Jo Ao Il c b o8 ol o oS cud
g ails 4o e L ags g e et gl o2 5 Ol @ 5o
ol asloaslel gl g S aT (layssS pa |y e cal 2o

lgilesle oLl cul aily Hebl Juewl gl
Sty ¢ g0 g Joglgileslo coalos: s Sl gobes

il s alasly aud 5 agus

YU LSl g onlas 3 aulie Gl o 0817 S0
cap ek Ol g sl Jis s

3 =l el plasil 5o o (e 5 5 om0 s
Losde sle b dhas v §5me (g5l AT 4 (LIRS m
cogle s 1 le

b Jsl Ost §me (Sl Sl sz 5) 85 ol itinn 5
g S g pds 9 CILE ps 5 005 AU pg0 0 s

R |

g o3 ld Sl S0 als cl Olasly be s SN LT @

2xpt ess] gl

Ol il S0

piles i € algipt UL
e

IETTRTEC IS B
SRLTE T ._1;,-..-}”-"""

wlos | 7T SO gy ey






whjlgs'JLJ&ggJ/ﬂ]’m

= 3

afﬁﬂ;anm..-ml,'.
83 BE.D &Lityl
S 2y pl
ol edls & | bt
-H-H;f_,.:.r_.—.- ot g1
et T ol dar 2 2L :
I el s 23 o s ‘
i T SRR e e [T )
.JH
ettty fengilab A pa doils B
Al g5t | e 22500 B K. Delendy il
Al S0 olfius Sl el Sl gt g A
» . Aafls i salinul S i Lglons o'l
T udHh;ijMnawhdwaiﬂ#.
ALT BK.D olfiad o $lb desi o 9 010k
s Bis Shk O a5 2T g les

B BEDelE s At ds o hied o g bz e B
o ol i BB OT 592

AUTOMATIC GARAGE DOOR OPENER
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